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Dates Places Significant Events 
Early 
1500s 

Scotland Historical Context of Scotland prior to the Reformation: 
• Weak and divided nobility 
• Celtic Christianity gave way to the Roman Church in 11th Century 
• Roman Catholic was wealthy and corrupt 

o The RCC owned half of the wealth of Scotland. 
o Illiterate and Corrupt Clergy – Ex:  Cardinal James Beaton had a 

mistress with whom he had multiple children 
• The poor were rising up against the oppression of the wealthy Roman 

Catholic Church 
• Kings of Scotland during the first Scottish Reformatin 

o 1513-1542 – James v 
o 1542-1567 – Mary, Queen of Scots 
o 1567-1625 – James VI (James I of England) – KJV of Bible 
o 1625-1647 – Charles I 

 Scotland Influences that planted the seeds of the Reformation: 
• Lollards (followers of John Wycliffe) prepared the soil 
• Writings of Luther circulated underground in Scotland 
• Scottish students were educated in Germany and returned Lutherans 

Patrick Hamilton (1504 – 1528) – Beginning of the Scottish Reformation 
1504 – 
1528 

Scotland Patrick Hamilton was born to a noble family.  Hamilton was made the 
Abbot of Fearn Abbey, which provided for an income.  Then, he went to 
study at the University of Paris until he learned about the doctrines taught 
by Martin Luther.  Hamilton chose to seek education in Germany.  
Hamilton studied under Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon, and Francis 
Lambert.  He grew in true saving faith and conviction of justification by 
grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 

1523 –  
1527 

St. Andrews, 
Scotland 

Hamilton was hired as a member of the University of St. Andrews. 
(Consequently this is where the contemporary Prince William studied) 

1528 St. Andres, 
Scotland 

• Returned to Scotland to preach Lutheran Doctrine. 
• At a conference in St. Andrews, Archbishop James Beaton entrapped 

Hamilton as propagating hereticy.  The charges were teaching: 
o Man had no free will 
o Man is in sin so long as he lives (against supererogation) 
o Children immediately after baptism are sinners 
o All Christians may have assurance of salvation 
o No man is justified by works but by faith only 

• Hamilton was arrested and burned on February 229, 1528.  He was only 
24 years old.  His final words were “How long shall darkness 
overwhelm this realm? How long wilt thou suffer this tyranny of men? 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 

1528-
1544 

Scotland Hamilton’s martyrdom lit a fire in Scotland.  Many people started asking 
questions about the charges.  Many men began to challenge the episcopal 
tyranny and the corruption of the RCC in Scotland.  Many were burned for 
criticizing and challenging the RCC.  Through this time, the doctrines of 
the reformation spread in the merchant class, and the people began to 
embrace the reformation in increasing number. 
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George Wishart (1513 – 1546) 
1544 Montrose, Scotland Began preaching the gospel and created a great disturbance in the RCC. 
 Ayr, Dundee, Kyle, 

and Haddington 
After he left Montrose, he preached the gospel to the people and many 
believed 

1546 Edinburgh and 
St. Andrews, 
Scotland 

Arrested and summoned before Cardinal David Beaton at St. Andrews.  
John Knox was his body guard, but Wishart, knowing that he would be 
martyred, forbid Knox to go to St. Andrews Castle with him. 

March 
1, 1546 

St. Andrews • Tried and convicted of heretical teaching:  denial of free will, 
confession is not a sacrament, priesthood of all believers, the Church is 
where the Word of God is preached and the 2 sacraments administered. 

• Burned on March 1, 1546. 
• Last words to Cardinal Beaton “this flame hath scorched my body, yet it 

hath not daunted my spirit; but he who, from yonder place, beholdeth us 
with such pride, shall within a few days lie in the same, as 
ignominiously as he is now seen proudly to rest himself." 

May 29, 
1546 

St. Andrews • John Leslie, Peter Carmichael, and James Melville broke into St. 
Andrews Castle and assassinated Cardinal David Beaton. 

John Knox (~1513 – 1572) 
~1513 Scotland Birth of John Knox 
  • Tutor for Douglas of Longniddry and Cockburn of Ormiston. 

• On April 1547 and at the advice of his employers, Knox sought refuge 
from Archbishop Hamilton’s pursuit in the seized St. Andrews castle. 

• There he was called to a pastoral position and took up preaching. 
1547  Knox was imprisoned and served as a French galley-slave for 19 months. 
1549 – 
1553 

England • Served in Berwick, England after release from imprisonment. 
• By 1552, he was thorough in agreement with the Reformation. 
• Married Marjory Bowes 
• Knox helped Thomas Cranmer formulate the Forty-two Articles. 

1554 Geneva Left England after inauguration of Mary Tudor (Bloody Mary) 
1555 Scotland With the counsel of John Calvin, John Knox returned to Scotland to preach. 
1555 Geneva Knox returned to Geneva to serve as the pastor of the English congregation 

in Geneva.  He interacted with Calvin, Melanchthon, Bucer, Beza, and 
Bullinger.  Knox was greatly influenced by the reformers in Switzerland. 

1557 Scotland The First Scottish Covenant was a signed as a pledge to further “the most 
blessed Word of God and His Congregation.” 

1559  On May 2, 1559, Knox returned to Scotland for good. 
1560 Edinburgh In the Treaty of Edinburg, Queen Regent Mary of Guise agreed to evacuate 

the French troops from Scotland. 
1560 Edinburgh The Reformation Parliament decreed that Protestantism was the religion 

of the country.  The Scots Confession was adopted.  Papal authority and 
Catholic prelates were abolished.  A state church was established.  
Relationship between church and state mirrored the Belgic Confession. 

1561  Scottish General Assembly was held.  The First Book of Discipline and The 
Book of Common Order were accepted by Parliament.  This Parliament 
established the Presbyterian Church of Scotland.   

1572  John Knox died in Edinburgh on November 24 
 


