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Dates Significant Events1 
1560 Reformation Parliament 
1561 First Church of Scotland (CoS) General Assembly (GA): 
1572 GA Established a form of Episcopacy at the Convention of Leith.   
1578 The CoS GA adopted the Second Book of Discipline (SBD). 
1581 First National Covenant or Kings Covenant because James VI signed it. 
1584 Black Acts 
1592 The Great Charter of Presbytery 
1598-1618 James I established Episcopacy again in Scotland; Five Articles of Perth 
1625 James I died.  James’ son Charles I succeeded him as king. 
1636 Charles I had the English Archbishop Laud prepare a Scottish Book of Canons or church 

law.  It established high-church, semi-Catholicism in worship and Episcopal government, 
forbid private meetings and extemporaneous prayer.  Excommunication was threatened for 
any who criticized the Book of Canons.  The common people of the CoS viewed it as popish. 

1637 Archbishop Laud issued the Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the 
Sacraments and other Parts of Divine Service for the Use of the Church of Scotland. 
• All ministers were required to purchase 2 copies, but they were not required to use it. 
• Turning Point:  July 23, 1637, the minister at St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh 

attempted to use the prayer book.  The people responded in rebellion.  The legend is that 
an old woman (Jenny Geddes) stood up and tossed her stool at the pastor. 

• Charles I ordered that the prayer book be required in services, and Presbyterians gathered 
in Edinburgh to protest.  Charles’ Privy Council asked for a meeting of the “Four Tables” 
in order to bring peace.  Charles I and the Privy Council rejected the suggestions. 

1638 • Charles I issued the “Stirling Proclamation,” which upheld his previous policies. 
• Alexander Henderson and Johnston of Wariston were commissioned to draw up the 

National Covenant to renew the Covenant of 1580-1581. 
o Renounced Popery 
o Pledged adherence to Presbyterianism 
o Declared that King Charles I was not above the law 
o Declared that if Charles I observed the law of the land, he would have a loyal 

people in Scotland. 
• On Feb. 28, 1638, the National Covenant was publically sworn and signed at Greyfriars 

Church in Edinburgh.  Later it was signed by many people throughout Scotland. 
• GA of the Church of Scotland under the National Covenant met in Glasgow to reform 

the church:  deposed bishops, condemned the popery, restored Presbyterianism etc. 
1639 • Charles I attempted to invade Scotland and regain control of the Church and State. 

• The Covenanter raised a militia under General Leslie and met Charles I at Dunse Law.  
This is where the blue banner was displayed -- “For Christ’s Crown and Covenant.” 

• Charles made a treaty with the Covenanters.  Charles allowed the GA and Parliament to 
meet as part of the treaty. 

1640 The CoS GA met and tried all ministers who refused to sign the National Covenant 
1641 The Parliament met and made subscription to the National Covenant a requirement to serve 

on the Parliament.  The Parliament abolished episcopacy, approved the National Covenant, 
and restored the Great Charter of Presbytery. 

1643-1649 The English Parliament called the Westminster Assembly (WA) to meet. 

                                                
1 This chart made extensive use of The Scottish Covenanters by J. G. Vos and class notes from Dr. Wayne Spear. 
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• Purpose:  Advise Parliament in the establishing of a Scriptural government for the 
Church of England and removing the bad doctrine from the Church of England. 

• Participants:  150 members.  30 were members from Parliament.  The rest were from 
the various parties of ministers in the Church of England, except the Romanizing party of 
Bishop Laud.   

1643 Scotland came to the aid of the English Parliament with the signing of the Solemn League 
and Covenant. and Scotland help fight Charles I in return for the establishment of 
covenanted unity in the Church of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
• Purpose:  To preserve the Church of Scotland and reform the Churches of England and 

Ireland according to the Word of God and the example of the best Reformed Churches.  
Note that the Church of Scotland had already experienced a successful reformation. 

• Goal:  To achieve covenanted uniformity of the Churches of Scotland, Ireland, and 
England in confession of faith, church government, worship, and catechisms. 

• The English Parliament received 6 Scottish Commissioners who had major influence 
upon the assembly, but the commissioners could not vote.  They were ministers 
Alexander Henderson, George Gillespie, and Samuel Rutherford as well as elders 
Archibald Johnston and John, Lord Maitland*  Why the influence? 

• Influence in Hermeneutical Method: WCF 1.6: The whole counsel of God, concerning 
all things necessary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly 
set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from 
Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of 
the Spirit, or traditions of men...2  Doctrines derived from express statements and 
deduced from good and necessary consequence were given equal authority.  Deduced 
doctrines or practices were to be both good and necessary in order to be included. 

• Influence in Church Government:  The Scottish Commissioners fought for the divine 
right of the office of ruling elder and aggressively opposed adding this office to 
Presbyterian polity out of convenience.  In the end, the office of ruling elder was adopted 
by accommodation.  The hope of the Scottish Commissioners was that the rest of the 
assembly would be won to the correct interpretation of 1 Timothy 5:17 through further 
study, but the assembly ended before they gained this victory. 

1646 Charles I was arrested by the Scottish army. 
1647 The Scottish GA adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith, the WLC and WSC, the 

Directory for Worship, and the Form of Church Government.  Thus, the Scots Confession of 
Faith of 1560 was superseded by the Westminster Standards. 

1648 Charles I was executed by the English Parliament. 
1649ff Results of the Westminster Assembly 

• Oliver Cromwell rose to power.  He was a Congregationalist; therefore, suspended the 
use of the Westminster Standards in England. 

• Dr. Wayne Spear’s assessment of the success of the Westminster Assembly to fulfill the 
goals set forth in the Solemn League and Covenant – Failure. 

 

                                                
2 Professor CJ Williams delivered an excellent paper on the hermeneutical method of the Westminster Assembly.  If you are 
interested, see Pastor Shane Sapp to borrow the cd.  Rev. C.J. Williams, “Good and Necessary Consequences in the Westminster 
Confession”  The Westminster Confession: Into the 21st Century, 2007. 


