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 Monarchy to Commonwealth to Monarchy 
1643-1649 Westminster Assembly 
1647 The CoS adopted the Westminster Confession of Faith 
1648 The Engagement: Scottish nobles agreed to reestablish Charles I.  In return, Charles I 

promised to support the covenants and establish Presbyterianism for 3 years.  In July, The CoS 
General Assembly met to condemn the Engagement. 

1648/1649 Charles I was condemned for treason and executed by Oliver Cromwell.  Cromwell became 
the “Protector of the Commonwealth.”  His reign between kings was called the Interrregnum.  
He was a military dictator.  He was an independent, and he put an end to the Presbyterian 
church government in the Church of England. 

1649 The “Act of Classes:”  excluded “Engagers” from service in either the government or army.  
This was passed by the Parliament.  They would not allow covenant breakers in the 
government.  Scotland was a Christian and Reformed nation; therefore, this religious filter was 
necessary.  Some thought that the Act of Classes was too harsh, and it began a division within 
the covenanting movement, which ultimately led to the failure of the covenanters. 

1650 The “Protectorate:”   
• After the death of Charles II, Scottish nobles, such as the Marquis of Argyle and James 

Guthrie, attempted to make Charles II king.  They made Charles II publicly renounce 
Popery and Prelacy, and He had to profess adherence to the Solemn League and Covenant.  
He lied to Scotland and agreed to these terms. 

• Oliver Cromwell invaded Scotland and defeated the Scottish army at the Battle of Dunbar. 
He took control of Scotland.  Cromwell limited the operation of Presbyterianism by 
prohibiting the GA from meeting 

• Charles II was crowned King of Scotland on Jan. 1, 1651 at Scone Castle, near Perth. 
1650-1653 “Resolutioners” and “Protestors:” concerning the Act of Classes 

• Resolutions saw that the division in Scotland needed to be mended if they were ever going 
to gain strength.  They saw the source of the division to be the Act of Classes, so they 
repealed the Act of Classes, which was an act that allowed many wicked men to reenter 
into the government of Scotland.  This was a “human” solution to the division.  They 
tried to rally Scotland to defend Charles II regardless of religious differences and conduct. 

• Protestors, including Samuel Rutherford and James Guthrie, protested the Resolutioners.  
They were the conservatives who supported the Act of Classes.  Their solution to the 
division was repentance of national sin, confession of sin, and a new obedience to God’s 
law.  This was a spiritual response.  How do we respond to problems like this today in the 
Church and in the nation?  The Protestors accepted civil and military support from 
Cromwell and the Commonwealth. 

1653-1660 State of the Church of Scotland under the Commonwealth 
• Cromwell and Parliament prohibited the CoS General Assembly to meet.  Why? 
• The CoS experienced much peace and normal life.  Many people were converted. 

1658 Cromwell died.  Richard Cromwell, his son, followed him and was not a competent leader. 
1660 The Restoration: 

• Charles II was acknowledged as King in England and Scotland.  In 1650, he had sworn 
his allegiance to the National Covenant and Solemn League and Covenant.  He sharply 
turned from the covenants. 

• The Restoration marks the end of the Church of Scotland as a covenanted church.  
The history of the Covenanters (fathers of the RPCNA) as a dissenting party began 
here.  Presbyterianism could only be practiced in dissenting conventicles and 
unofficial society meetings until the Revolution of 1688. 
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1661ff Charles II’s acts of turning from the covenants with the “Drunken Parliament” 
• Act of Supremacy:  The king enforce his supreme authority in church and state enforced 

by having Parliament take the Oath of Allegiance.  Charles II proclaimed his headship 
over the church as an inherent right of the crown.  In other words, the king will set the 
agenda for the church.  This is the right of the king to rule over the church, its 
government, etc. 

• Divine Right of Kings: It asserts that a monarch is subject to no earthly authority, 
deriving his right to rule directly from the will of God. The king is thus not subject to the 
will of his people, the aristocracy, or any other estate of the realm, including the church. 
The doctrine implies that any attempt to depose the king or to restrict his powers runs 
contrary to the will of God and may constitute heresy. 

• Acts Recissory:  This act repealed all ecclesiastical legislation since 1633.  It ended 
Presbyterianism and reestablished episcopacy.  Charles II was undoing all that was done 
in the Second Reformation.  

• Four Scottish bishops were consecrated in England, episcopacy reinstated in Scotland 
[Sharp and Leighton].  Episcopacy was forced upon Scotland 

• 400 ministers were ejected from the CoS after King Charles II revoked Presbyterianism.  
The Covenanters or Reformed Presbyterians were part of these 400 ministers. 

• Marquis of Argyle and James Guthrie were martyred.  Samuel Rutherford was 
condemned to be hanged, but he died before he could be martyred.  Archibald Johnson 
was also martyred. 

• Charles II had sworn an oath to keep the National Covenant and Solemn League and 
Covenant, but after these godly men brought him to power, he renounced his oath, burned 
the covenants, and murdered the men who had supported him. 

 


