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Dates Mission Field Description 
1856-1956 Syria • The Mission field was open because France occupied Syria. 

• Original strategy was to preach the Gospel and build the Church 
• Since Muslims would not attend worship, the missionary philosophy 

changed.  They chose to establish schools and medical missions 
stations in order to make contacts with the Muslims. 

• In 1872, Dr. James Martin was sent to Latakia, Syria.  Medical 
missions were established at Antioch, Idlib, and Alexandretta 

• The Syrian mission established two schools, a boys and a girls 
school.  Max enrollment was in 1944 with 555 students. 

• In 1951, the mission had a well-rounded Staff:  8 American 
missionaries, 22 native teachers, 2 ordained native pastors and 6 
evangelists, 2 Bible Women, and 1 native man study at RPTS. (32 
native workers).  The team saw the 32 native workers as a return of 
the 100-year investment in Syria. 

• When French occupation ended, Syria abolished all Christian 
missionaries. 

1896-
present 

Cyprus • Henry Easson became the first permanent missionary to Cyprus. 
• Two congregations were originally established—Larnaca and 

Nicosia. 
• The Cyprus Mission took a similar approach to the Syrian Mission.  

They established schools to reach the people.  In the 1940s, the top 
enrollment of students in one year was 515 boys and 318 girls. 

• In 1945, Dr. Clark Copeland arrived to serve as teacher and 
missionary. 

• Evangelism occurred through relationships that were made with 
children in the schools. 

• The mission struggled to raise up officers for the church because 
many of the men could not accept the terms of communion of the 
RPCNA. 
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Dates Mission Field Description 
1895-1950 South China • Elmer McBurney established the South China Mission. 

• In 1905, China opened a girls school. 
• In 1906, the first hospital was built. 
• In 1908, the first Christian wedding was performd 
• In 1909, the first congregation was organized with 110 members.  It 

grew to 145 members. 
• Communion changed from one cup to individual cups in China. 
• By 1945, the South China mission had become a presbytery with 800 

members. 
• After WWII, the work of the mission was to provide food, medicines, 

vaccinations for war relief.  Orphans were gathered and housed in 
mission facilities.  In 1948, 170 orphans were under caser, and 36 
were received as members of the Church. 

• In 1949, the FMB encouraged missionaries to find a place of refuge 
from the Chinese government.  The mission moved to Hong Kong. 

• In 1949, Sam Boyle started Reformation Translation Fellowship to 
translate Calvinistic classics and evangelical literature into Cantonese 
and Mandarin. 

• In 1951, the China Mission was closed, but in the Lord’s will, the 
closure led the establishment of the Japanese Mission. 

1930-1942 Manchuria • Four missionaries were sent to Manchuria.   
1951 - 
present 

Japan • In 1951, The Boyles and Misses Huston and Adams were in Kobe, 
Japan.  Mr. Boyle obtained the civil authorization for Mr. Charles H. 
Chao and family to move from Hong Kong to Japan in order to 
continue the RTF work.  The FMB requested that Japan be moved to 
permanent mission status.  Three goals were given for the mission 
station 

1.  Active evangelistic effort through both the public and private 
proclamation of the Gospel. 
2.  The continuation of the work of translation and publication of 
evangelical literature through the affiliation with the reformation 
Translation Fellowship. 
3.  The early establishment of a training school for native Japanese 
Christian workers. 

• The Japanese Mission is now a presbytery under the RPCNA Synod.  
The presbytery has 5 churches, Kobe Theological Hall, and the 
Covenanter Bookstore. 

 Home Missions • Indian Mission:  Began 1888, in Oklahoma.  110 workers 
• Southern Mission:  Began 1874, in Selma Alabama.  113 workers 
• Jewish Mission:  Began 1894, in Philadelphia. 11 workers 
• Chinese Mission:  Began 1875, in Oakland, CA.  28 workers 

 


