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• Worship is the most important activity concerning all of mankind.  Worship is so important 

that 6 of the 31 chapters of the Westminster Confession of Faith and 1/3 of the WLC and 
WSC are devoted to or directly related to the worship of God.  I have planned 23 classes on 
the subject, which amounts to about 15 hours of classes.  Consequently, we will only be able 
to touch the surface of many of the subjects.  So, I encourage you to give your attention to 
this important topic and make it subject that you will study more on your own. 

• We are going to begin our study of worship by examining the nature of worship.  Tonight, 
we will focus upon the first paragraph of WCF 21. 

 
WCF 21.1a:  The light of nature showeth that there is a God, who hath lordship and sovereignty 
over all, is good, and doth good unto all, and is therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called 
upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with all the soul, and with all the might. 
(Rom. 1:20; Acts 17:24; Ps. 119:68; Jer. 10: 7; Ps. 31:23; Ps. 18:3; Rom. 10:12; Ps. 67:8; Josh. 24:14; Mark 12:33;) 
 
I. The Demand of Worship 
• People and Churches give many reasons for worship such as to bring us happiness, to give us 

a sense of self-fulfillment, to build family solidarity (the family who prayers together stays 
together), or to develop national unity or ethnic identity.  These are not the true reasons to 
worship God, but some of these reasons are the result of worship.   

• Our confession gives us the formal reason for worship.  The primary and formal reason for 
worship is that there is a God, who hath lordship and sovereignty over all, is good, and doth 
good unto all.  If we lived in a country, which is governed by a monarchy, we might 
understand this concept a little better.  In England, when the Queen enters a room everyone 
gives her the honor due her office, but this sort of reverence and adoration pales in 
comparison to the demand that we worship God. 

• This paragraph on worship comes at chapter 21 of the WCF.  We should recognize that the 
doctrine in WCF 21.1 sits upon the foundation of the previous 20 chapters of the WCF. 
When we grasp what the Bible teaches about God, the mere existence of God should be a 
clear motivation for our worship.  In fact, God’s existence should demand our worship. 

• The existence of God should demand a response of worship from us, his creatures.  When we 
contemplate the fact that God created us, we should honor and adore Him.  Why?  We would 
not exist without God. 

o The glory of God demands our worship (Psalm 8:1, 18:7-15, 19:1, 96:4-7) 
o The holiness of God demands our worship.  (Psalm 96:9; Isaiah 6:1-5, Rev. 4:10) 
o The redemptive work of God demands our worship. (Exodus 20:1-2, John 20:24-28, 

Matt 2:11) 
o The goodness, mercy, and grace of God demands our worship (Eph 1:3-6) 
o The Lordship of God demands our worship 

 The first 4 commandments command us to worship Him. (Ex 20:3-11) 
 The fact that God is our creator demands our worship. (Psalm 95:6-7) 
 The sovereignty of God demands our worship. (Psalm 96:8 

• Romans 1:20 and Psalm 119:68 express that God has revealed His nature goodness to us; 
therefore, this revelation demands our worship. 
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II. The Response of Worship 
• God’s very existence demands our worship, so we need to examine what the response of 

worship looks like.  The WCF 21.1a gives the following response: and is therefore to be 
feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served.  This phrase of the confession of 
faith is simply a summary of the responses that the Bible calls us to have when we recognize 
God as God and our God.   

• A couple Biblical words, which are translated worship, mean serve, but the predominate 
words in the OT and NT for worship mean prostrate oneself, to bow down, or to reverence.  
Bowing down or prostrating oneself on the ground is a great picture of the response that we 
should have to God.  In His presence, we will clearly see our humility as creatures and the 
majesty of God.  We will know that God is sovereign, and we will revere Him and give Him 
the adoration and praise that He deserves.  Many passages of Scripture describe giving this 
sort of reverence to the Lord. 

o Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15) 
o King Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 20:15-18) 
o Ezekiel (Ezekiel1:28-2:2) 
o The Apostle Thomas (John 20:28) 
o The Apostle John (Rev 1:17-18) 
o Elders and Heavenly Hosts (Rev 5:14, 7:11, 11:16) 

• Worshipping the Lord includes giving the reverence due the Lord God our Creator.  It 
involves lifting praise as creatures, who adore our creator. 

• The worship demanded by God includes fear of God (Jeremiah 10:7), love for God (Psalm 
31:23), calling upon God as our creator, provider, and savior (Psalm 18:3, Rom 10:12, Psalm 
62:8), and serving the God as our Lord (Joshua 24:14).  These responses to the revelation of 
God are manifested in what we ultimately do in corporate worship, and we will see this as we 
look at the details of worship later. 

 
III. The Effort of Worship 
• The revelation that there is God and all that the Scriptures reveal to us about Him demand 

that we worship Him in fear, love, praise, calling upon Him, and serving Him.  Our 
confession recognizes that the Bible teaches one more aspect to our response.  Our great, 
sovereign, and good God demands that we respond to Him with an enormous effort.  The 
confession states that we are to worship the Lord with all the heart, and with all the soul, and 
with all the might. 

• Our whole self is demanded in these words.  The Lord demands reverence, adoration, praise 
etc with our minds, emotions, and actions.  Lip service will not suffice.  We cannot go to 
worship to seek our own glory from our peers.  The true response to God our Creator and 
Lord is complete, perpetual, and sincere worship.  (Mark 12:33, Psalm 95, 1 Cor 10:31) 

 
• How is this response summarized?  Our shorter catechism begins Man’s chief end is to 

glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  Our worship, which ascribes to God the glory due His 
name, must be focused upon glorifying God.  That is the reason we were created.  Yet, this 
work of worship and glorifying God is not meant to be burdensome.  Our catechism 
summarizes the heart, which is expressed in Psalm 73:25-26.  Our act of worshipping the 
Lord to bring Him glory also fills us with joy and delight. 


