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WCF 21.2  Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to 
Him alone: (Matt. 4:10; John 5:23; 2 Cor. 13:14) not to angels, saints, or any other creature: 
(Col. 2:18; Rev. 19:10; Rom. 1:25) and, since the fall, not without a mediator; nor in the 
mediation of any other but of Christ alone. (John 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:5; Eph. 2:18; Col. 3:17). 
 
• Last week, we looked at the demand, response, and effort of worship.  In our study, we 

learned that the existence of God demands our worship.  This week, we will look at the who 
of worship.  First, we need to answer a question.  Why do you think that the writers of the 
Confession found it necessary to include such an obvious doctrine?  A brief survey of 
history reveals the answer to our question.  John Calvin gave the most concise answer.  He 
wrote that the Human heart is a factory of idols.  The idolatrous heart of man is worked out 
clearly in Roman Catholicism and the many other religions of the world. 
 

• The only true object of worship is the triune God alone.  Christ confesses this in Matthew 
4:10.  This passage is actually a quote from Deut 6:13 and 1 Sam 7:3.  Deut 6:13 is in the 
commentary of the first commandment, You shall have no other gods before me.  1 Samuel 
7:3 emphasizes that God alone must be the object of our worship. 
 

• The Confession names that the persons of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost as the objects of 
worship.  This doctrinal distinction is helpful as we do address our object of worship 
verbally.  One of the first questions that many people ask about prayer is, “Can I pray to 
Jesus or to the Holy Spirit?” Prayer is only one part of worship where this doctrine applies, 
so we need to make sure we understand that each person of the Godhead may be worshipped. 
 

o First, we need to recognize that this doctrine is an implication of WCF 2.3a.  In the 
unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. (1 John 5:7; Matt. 3:16,17; 
Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).  If each person of the Godhead is equally God in 
substance, power, and eternity, then worship is to be given to all three persons. 
 

o Since the 3 persons of the Trinity are united, when one person of the Trinity is 
addressed in worship, the other two are included.  Deut 6:4 states that the God is one.  
John 5:23 states that whoever does not honor God the Son does not honor God the 
Father.  The same conclusion can be developed for the Holy Spirit. 
 

o We need to recognize that the Bible gives us examples of all three persons serving as 
the object of worship.  God the Father is the stated object of worship (Matt 4:10, Matt 
6:9-13, and Eph 1:6).  Jesus, the Son, is the object of worship (John 5:23, Heb 1:6 and 
Psalm 97:7, Rev 1:5-6 and17-18).  That the person of the Holy Spirit is to be worship 
can be derived by good and necessary consequence.  Baptism is in the name of the 
Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19).  His name is included the apostolic benediction (2 Cor 
13:14).  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is forbidden (Mat 12:31-32). 
 

• Next, worship is not to be given to angels, saints, or any other creature.  Worshipping any 
idols is forbidden (Deut 5:8-9; 12), and generally, idol worship includes the image of some 
creature or creation of God (Rom 1:25).  Col 2:18 and Rev 19:9-10 forbid the worship of 
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angels. We do not worship saints for several reasons.  Two are: 1) Saints are human 
creatures, and creatures are not to be worshipped (Rom 1:25).  2)  Saints are not mediators; 
Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and man (1 Tim 2:5). 
 

• The last phrase of this paragraph is since the fall, not without a mediator; nor in the 
mediation of any other but of Christ alone.  The Scripture passages, given in the Confession, 
clearly show that we have access to God in worship through our mediator, Jesus Christ. 
 

• The mention of mediator and since the fall refers to biblical Covenant Theology.  In the 
Garden of Eden and before the Fall, Adam worshipped God face to face.  His relationship 
with God was the Covenant of Works, which required no mediation between him and God.  
After the Fall, Adam and his descendents had a relationship with God through a mediator.  
We call this the Covenant of Grace.  The mediator was promised immediately after the fall in 
Gen 3:15.  God dwelled in the Tabernacle/Temple, where God’s people worshipped Him 
upon the mercy seat, but before God’s glory cloud descended upon the mercy seat, the blood 
of a mediator had to be placed upon it (Lev 16:2, 6, 14).  In Hebrews 7:25, Christ makes 
intercession for us as our mediator.  In Hebrews 9:11-15 and 12:24, Christ is the mediator of 
the New Covenant, the Covenant of Grace. 
 

• Our relationship to God is the Covenant of Grace.  We have one mediator, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time" (1 Tim 2:5-6).  So, the object of worship is the Triune God.  The subjects who 
worship are the redeemed, covenant people of God.  In other words, the Church worships 
God.  We have access to enter into the presence of God through our mediator, Jesus Christ 
(Eph 2:18).  We bring glory to the Lord as we worship God in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through Him (Col 3:17).   
 

• Notice that worship is done in the context of the Covenant of Grace and through the mediator 
of the covenant.  We will develop this aspect of worship more in future studies. 


