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Class 5:  The purpose of class 5 is to understand what is revealed about God’s holiness in Exodus.  
 
Holiness and Majesty 
 God revealed His holiness to Moses in the burning bush (Ex 3:5-6).  Moses has something in common 

with the vision in Isaiah 6:2-3 and Rev 4:8. 
 Holiness as distinction from all creatures and exalted above them in infinite majesty (Ex 15:11) Set 

limits; no one may approach God or touch the mountain upon which he rests (Ex 19:12-13).  The 
Holiness of God is revealed here 

 The people’s response to the giving of the law reveals the relationship of the holy God to a sinful 
people.  God’s sovereignty and holiness are mixed here.  What makes the people tremble and fear that 
they might die?  The thunder and lightening and the sound of the trumpet cause a guilty heart to fear 
God’s presence because God’s absolute moral excellence must punish sin. (Ex 20:18-20) 

 Moses face shined in the presence of God (34:29-35).  This shows the effects of God’s glory.  The 
reaction of the people shows the expanse between Israel and God.  The people feared Moses’ shining 
face due to the sin and separation from God’s holiness. 

 
 Holiness is the life of God’s people. In Ex 4:22, God declares Israel to be His firstborn son; 

therefore, as a son Israel must be holy like God the Father.  In Ex 19:6 God declares that He will make 
Israel will a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  God redeemed Israel to be His people.  His will is 
that they be made into a holy nation; therefore, they can no longer live like the other nations live.  God 
brought Israel out of Egypt so that they could be set apart, holy.  God will remove the foreign nations 
from the Land of Canaan because Israel is to be a holy nation.  They cannot dwell among the heathen 
nations (Ex 34:11-16).  Even sacrifices must be made holy and set apart from impurities (Ex 34:35). 
 

 Holiness and the Priesthood.  (Ex 29:19-21) Israel was a kingdom of priests, but God ordained 
priests for the work of the tabernacle. The man was clothed in holy garments. The man was cleansed 
for service through sacrifices.  The blood of atonement was placed on his right ear, right hand, and 
right big toe to consecrate the priest for service.  This anointing symbolized the listening to God’s 
Word with holy ears and that in all the priest’s doing and going, He was God’s priest. 
 

 Holiness is comprehensive.  The nature of the law reveals that God requires complete holiness from 
His people.  The moral law reveals the character of God’s holiness, and it serves as a standard of the 
holiness that he requires of the Israel, the kingdom of priests.  (Ex 20-23). 
 

 Holiness and the Sabbath (Ex 20:8-11 & 31:12-19).  The fourth commandment is to keep the 
Sabbath Holy.  The Lord takes Sabbath-keeping seriously in Israel.  The punishment for breaking the 
Sabbath is death.  Why would is the Sabbath so serious?  God has made Israel His son.  He has made 
Israel a holy nation.  If God’s holiness is the model of holiness (1 Peter 1:14-16), then Sabbath-
keeping is a serious issue.  God has kept the Sabbath since creation; therefore, as God’s holy people, 
Israel must also keep the Sabbath. 
 

 Holiness and Israel’s sin:  If God was Israel for a single moment, He would consume them with His 
wrath; therefore, He initially communicates that the angel of the Lord will go with Israel.  God 
emphasizes that vast conflict between His holiness and our sin.  We need to understand that we cannot 
dwell with God on our own because even our smallest sin brings God’s wrath upon us. (Ex 33:1-6) 
 

 Holiness and the glory of the Lord in the Tabernacle (Ex 40:34-35)  Even Moses could not have 
special access to the Tabernacle when God dwelt in it. 


