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Class 7:  Moses is one of the most significant men in the history of redemption.  Moses was a type of 
Christ in many ways.  Moses fulfilled the offices of Christ—prophet, priest, and king. He was servant, 
mediator of the covenant, and redeemer of Israel.  We need to see the significance of Moses.  He reveals 
Christ’s ministry in a typical fashion. 
 
Moses as Prophet 
• Exodus 3:13 – God sent Moses to speak for God to the people of Israel and announce that God was 

about to redeem them from Israel. 
• Exodus 4:1-9 – God gave Moses signs to validate that He was a true prophet of God.  (John 10:37-38) 
• Exodus 19:25-20:20 – Moses received the 10 Commandments and declared them to Israel.  In Matthew 

5-7, Jesus declares the moral to the people also. 
• Exodus 33:9-11 -- God spoke to Moses face to face.  Moses’ relationship with the Lord mirrors the 

intimacy that Jesus, The Prophet, had with the Lord.  See John 17. 
• Deut 5:5 reveals that Moses was both a prophet and priest. 
• Deut 18:15-18 – Moses is declared to be a prophet.  In the OT, we see that Israel was supposed to look 

to Moses as a type of the Messiah/Christ.  Moses understands that He is a type. 
• Hosea 12:13 – The minor prophet, Hosea, recognizes that Moses was a significant prophet.  Hosea’s 

testimony is not unique.  All of the prophets of Israel served as commentators of the Law of Moses. 
 
Moses as Priest 
• Exodus 24 – Moses performed the priestly functions at the inauguration of the Old Covenant, which 

was prior to the institution of Aaronic priesthood.  When Jesus institutes the New Covenant sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper in Luke 22:20, He refers to the transaction, which occurred with Moses.  Both 
covenants are a covenant in the blood of Christ.  The Old Covenant meal and inauguration in Ex 24 
were typical the New Covenant in Jesus Christ. 

• Moses interceded significantly for Israel twice.  Both instances are typical of Christ. 
o Exodus 32:7-14, 30-34 – Moses intercedes unlike any man since him. 

 An offer we couldn’t refuse -- In verse 10, God offers to consume Israel for their false 
worship of the idol.  He gives to Moses an offer that few of us would be able to pass 
up.  He offers to make a great nation out of Moses.  Instead of accepting the offer, 
Moses pleas that the Lord forgive Israel. 

 An offer we wouldn’t make – In verse 32, Moses offers his life in place of Israel so that 
the Lord will forgive them.  God does not give Moses the right lay down his life for the 
people; God had given that work to Jesus Christ. (John 10:15).  Jesus gave up His life 
for the Church in John 19:30. 

o Exodus 33:3, 12-17 – Moses intercedes for Israel imploring God to dwell among the camp.  
He mediated the covenant of God with Israel, and God granted Moses the request.  Why does 
God grant the request?  Moses found favor in the sight of God.  In Jesus’ high priestly prayer, 
He appeals to the Father to glorify Him in response to Jesus’ obedience on earth. 

 
Moses as King 
• Technically, God was the King of Israel.  Nevertheless, Moses did serve Jehovah as the ruler over 

Israel.  He gave Israel the laws of the Covenant and Kingdom.  (Ex 19:25-20:20; 24:3, 4, 7; institution 
of the building of the Tabernacle, as the Lord commanded Moses) 

• Exodus 18:13-27 – Moses judged of Israel.  Moses instituted the OT office of ruling elders to be 
judges of 1000s, 100s, 50s, and tens.  Moses was the ultimate judge in the case of an appeal. 

• Exodus 32:25-29 – Moses served as the executer of God’s judgment and punishment upon Israel. 
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Moses as Servant of the Lord 
• Numbers 12:7 – God addresses Moses as His servant.  The title servant is given to the Messiah in 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12.  As servant of the Lord, Moses is a type of the true servant Jesus the Christ.  In 
Hebrews 3:1-6 and 8:1-7, the apostle makes a comparison between the ministry Moses and Christ.  
The epistle to the Hebrews instructs us to see Moses a type of Christ. 

 
Moses as Redeemer of Israel 
• Acts 7:35-36 – Stephen teaches that Moses was both a ruler and redeemer of Israel.  Stephen instructs 

the High Priest that Moses was to be interpreted as a type of Christ.  Stephen gives us the interpretive 
rule to understand that the redemption from Egypt as a type was fulfilled in the redemption purchased 
by Jesus Christ.  At the end of his speech, Stephen indicts Israel for missing Jesus Christ, who Moses 
taught them to expect. 

 
Moses and the relationship of faith and trust. 
• Exodus 14:31, 19:9, Hebrews 3,4 – God gave Moses signs and appeared in the awesome cloud at Mt. 

Sinai so that the people of Israel would believe in both God and in Moses.  The relationship is similar 
to our relationship to Christ today, only Moses was only a type of Christ not the Christ.  1 Corinthians 
10:1-5 shows that the Israelites under Moses were saved through faith in the Word of God through 
Moses.  Though their salvation was communicated through earthly forms, they were saved and 
spiritually fed by the same Messiah, who is Jesus Christ.  To be saved, both the OT and NT Church 
have always had to believe God’s Word and trust in it alone for salvation. 

 
Conclusion:  When we study the ministry of Moses, we need to recognize that Moses reveals the ministry 
of Jesus Christ to us.  If we simply understand the history of Moses in the Pentateuch, we are not done 
studying the Pentateuch.  Since Moses and all of the covenant of grace in Moses prefigures the new 
covenant, we must strive to see what Moses teaches us about Jesus Christ. 


