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Class 11c:  The goal of this class is to understand the first commandment of the Decalogue. 
 
First Commandment:  Thou shall have no other gods before me (Ex 20:3) 
 
• We are to acknowledge God to be the one true God 

 
o The first commandment is interesting because it does not directly deny the existence of other 

gods.  Actually, the commandment directly acknowledges that there are other gods among 
men.  So, what does the Lord mean here?  Are there other real gods? 

o Men worship many things other than the one true God.  Israel had just left Egypt, where many 
different gods were worshipped.  The Lord never says that these gods are like Him.  The point 
that He makes is that man has a tendency to worship many things other than the true God, but 
these are not true gods. 

o The force of this command is that there is only One True God.  In this sinful world where 
many people worship many things, He commands His people to worship and acknowledge 
Him only as their God. 

o To be precise, we need to recognize that the Lord does clearly reveal that there is no other god 
besides Him.  (See Isaiah 44:6-8) 
 

"Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Take care, lest you make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in your midst. You shall tear down their 
altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim (for you shall worship no other god, for the 
Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land, and when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his 
sacrifice, and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and 
make your sons whore after their gods." (Exodus 34:11-16) 
 

o  Ex 34:11-16 gives us a few principles, which are included in the first commandment 
 

 We face a real temptation to worship other gods.  God warned Israel that they would 
face people and nations that offer other gods for Israel to worship and serve.  We need 
to remember this reality today.  Satan, the world, and our own hearts place before us 
many things that we could make into gods in our lives.  We need to heed this warning 
in the 21st Century. 
 

 We must actively fight against the temptation to worship other gods.  Soon, God 
would Israel into the land of Canaan, which was filled with the worship of false gods.  
As the people of God, the Lord commanded Israel destroy all the means and memory 
of false worship and the worship of any other god.  We must recognize the 
discontinuity between the situation for Israel and the situation of the Church.  God does 
not command the Church to go around blowing up mosques, synagogues, pagan 
temples, or even NFL stadiums.  Nevertheless, the principle still applies to our lives.  
The first commandment demands that we destroy whatever false gods we worship in 
our personal lives, our families, or our congregations.  If the Lord would provide it, we 
should also end the pluralism in the United States.   
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 We must not give the worship that is due to the One True God to any other god, 
person, or thing.  The Lord warned Israel that they must not worship the false gods of 
the people in Canaan.  He uses the harsh language of breaking the marriage covenant 
with sexual immorality in order to describe the serious nature of giving to anything else 
the worship that is due to God alone.  We should examine our hearts to determine what 
we worship other than the One True God. 

 
• We are to acknowledge God to be our God.   

 
o The preface to the Ten Commandments states, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out o 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  What is implied that the Lord is Israel’s God, so 
a natural conclusion to the first commandment is that we are to acknowledge God as our God. 

o To have God to be our God includes:  acknowledging him to our God (1 Kings 18:39), 
choosing Him to be our God (Josh 24:15), entering into solemn covenant with Him as our God 
(2 Chron 15:12), adoring Him as our God (Ps 89:7), fearing the Lord as our God (Ex 20:18-21, 
Ps 4:4), trusting in Him as our God (141:8, 2 Sam 22:3), loving God as our God (Ps 31:23; 
116:1; Matt 22:37), and obeying God as our God (Ex 24:3).1 
 

• There is a sweetness to the First Commandment  
o In Exodus, God communicates the benefits or blessings of having the Lord as our God.  The 

main blessing that He gives in the Land of Canaan. (Ex 23:20-33)  The Lord reveals other 
blessing later in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. 

o The Lord promises to give joy to those who worship Him alone. (Isa 56:7) 
o The Lord promises peace to those who obey Him as their God. (Prov 3:17) 

 
• How do we break the First Commandment 

o The Golden Calf incident actually broke both the first and second commandments.  The irony 
is that they made other God’s and worshipped them right before God’s face at Mt Sinai.  In the 
Hebrew, the words before my face are translated in our English bibles before me. (Ex 32:7-10) 
We should acknowledge that God is everywhere and knows everything, so there is no place, 
including the thoughts and intentions of our hearts, where we can safely hide our worship of 
other gods. 

o According to Ex 22:20, Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the Lord alone, shall be 
devoted to destruction.  So, worshipping any other God that the Lord alone breaks the law. 

o Appealing to anything other than the Lord makes that thing a god.  In Ex 22:18, the Lord 
commands that, “You shall not permit a sorceress to live.”  Why is it wrong to allow 
sorceresses or magicians?  Why is it wrong to go to them for help?  In allowing them to work, 
we allow someone to proclaim that there is a source of help other than the One True God.  In 
seeking their service, we make them or their magic power a god who can help us. 

o To trust anything more than God is to make that thing a god.  For example, we must not trust 
our wealth, human strength, or wisdom (Jer 9:23).2 

o To love anything more than God is to make that thing a god.  For example, we must not love 
pleasure (2 Tim 3:4), our belly (Phil 3:19), or even our child more than God.3 

                                                
1 Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments, 49-52. 
2 Ibid, 55-57 
3 Ibid, 57-58. 


