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WCF 21.3 Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special part of religious worship,(Phil. 4:6) is by God 
required of all men;(Ps. 65:2) 
 
WCF 21.5 The reading of Scriptures with godly fear;(Acts 15:21; Rev. 1:3) the sound preaching,(2 Tim. 
4:2) and conscionable hearing of the Word, in obedience unto God, with understanding, faith, and 
reverence;(James 1:22; Acts 10:33; Matt. 13:19; Heb. 4:2; Isa. 66:2) singing of Psalms with grace in the 
heart;(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19; James 5:13) as also, the due administration and worthy receiving of the 
sacraments instituted by Christ; are all parts of the ordinary religious worship of God:(Matt. 28:19; 1 
Cor. 11:23-29; Acts 2:42) besides religious oaths,(Deut. 6:13; Neh. 10:29) vows,(Isa. 19:21; Eccl. 5:4,5) 
solemn fastings,(Joel 2:12; Esther 4:16; Matt. 9:15; 1 Cor. 7:5) and thanksgivings upon special 
occasions,(Ps. 107; Esther 9:22) which are, in their several times and seasons, to be used in an holy and 
religious manner.(Heb. 12:28)  
 
• In a previous study, we looked at the principle called The Regulative Principle of Worship (RPW).  

The RP Testimony 21.2 summarizes the RPW, Worship is to be offered only in accordance with 
God’s appointment, and in harmony with the scriptural principle that whatever is not commanded in 
the worship of God, by precept or example, is forbidden.  Stated positively, we are to worship God 
only the way He has commands us in the Scriptures.  The RPW means that we must find warrant for 
what we want to do in the Bible.  We may not add an act to worship simply because God has not 
forbidden it. 
 

• In this study, we are going to examine the Scriptural elements of worship.  If we truly believe that the 
RPW is Biblical, we must submit to practice only those parts of worship that the Lord prescribes in 
the Scriptures.  WCF 21.3 and 21.5 are listed above because these paragraphs identify the parts of 
worship that we believe are commanded in Scripture by precept or example.  We are going to look at 
the Biblical warrant of the elements of worship, and we will use another study to understand how 
each part is put together to form our liturgy. 
 

• The WCF recognizes five ordinary parts of worship that are taught in the Bible.  They are prayer; 
reading, preaching, and hearing of the Word; singing of the Psalms; and the administration of the 
Sacraments.  These ordinary parts of worship can be summarized as the Word, Sacraments, and 
Prayer.  There is some debate about the giving of tithes and offerings during worship, but the RP 
Testimony 21.8 recognizes this act as an ordinary part of worship.  Ordinary parts of worship should 
be understood as the core parts of worship.  Whenever we gather on the Lord’s Day for worship, our 
worship must include these elements that God has commanded as normative for Christian worship. 
 

• Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special part of religious worship, is by God required of all men  
 

o Prayer is an ancient part of corporate worship in the Church.  We see the Church pray to God 
in Jacob’s worship (Gen 32:26-28, 35:3).  Moses prayed on behalf of Israel (Ex 33:12-23).  
Solomon’s prayer in 1 Kings 8 is a notable public prayer in worship.  It occurred at the 
dedication of the Temple, which was the OT Church’s place of worship.  When he dedicated 
the Temple, he prayed that God would hear the prayers of Israel when they pray toward it (1 
Kings 8:28-30).  Nehemiah 9 also shows an example of public prayer in the corporate 
worship of the Church. 
 

o In Matt 21:13, Jesus Christ quote Isaiah 56:8 to remind Israel that the Temple was to be a 
house of prayer.  The NT Church is the Temple, so when we gather we are also a house of 
prayer (1 Cor 3:16).  In 1 Timothy, Paul writes to the pastor named Timothy to instruct him 
how to organize and the lead the Church (1 Tim 3:14-15).  In 1 Tim 2:1, Paul instructs 
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Timothy that prayer is part of the public worship of the Church. 
 

• Reading of Scriptures with godly fear – The reading of the Scriptures is also an ancient part of 
worship.  In Deut 31:11-13, Moses the Law to the priests, Levites, and elders, and he commanded 
Law to be read publicly before all of gathered Israel.  Nehemiah 8:1-8 gives us an example of the 
reading.  Ezra and the Levites stood before the assembly of Israel and read the Law.  At the Jerusalem 
counsel, James said that the OT was read in the synagogues every Sabbath (Acts 15:21).  In 1 Tim 
4:13, Paul instructed Pastor Timothy to devote [himself] to the public reading of Scripture.  Rev 1:3 
implies the regular practice of public Scripture reading by blessing the ones who read the letter. 
 

• Sound Preaching of the Word – Preaching is an ancient part of worship also.  In Nehemiah 8:7-8, the 
Levites divided up the people, read the Scriptures to them, and then they gave the sense, so that the 
people understood the reading.  They were practicing expository preaching. Peter preached the first 
Christian sermon in Acts 2.  Paul spoke about the necessity of preaching for conversion (Rom 10:14), 
and He preached in Acts 20:7.  In 1 Tim 4:13 and 2 Tim 4:2, Paul instructed Pastor Timothy to preach 
the word. 
 

• Conscionable hearing of the Word, in obedience unto God, with understanding, faith, and reverence 
– We need to notice that the reading and preaching of the Word is accompanied by active listening.  
In Neh 8:8, the people understood the Law; therefore, they had to actively engage in listening to it.  
Isaiah 66:2 describes the true believer as one who trembles at God’s Word.  Cornelius and his 
household listened to the Word (Acts 10:33).  The Church receives the benefit of salvation when they 
listen to the Word (Heb 4:2).  Conscionable hearing of the Word requires that we actively listen to it, 
understand it, and practice it (James 1:22). 
 

• Singing of Psalms with grace in the heart – The Book of Psalms is the OT song book.  The presence 
of the Psalms implies that they were sung in worship.  We see singing of songs in worship in 2 
Chronicles 29:27, and the source of the songs are revealed to be the Psalms of David and Asaph in 
verse 30.  In Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19, Paul commanded the church to sing Psalms, 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, and these titles were simply the various titles of the songs in the OT 
Book of Psalms.  The content of the singing in the NT Church was the Psalms.  In Heb 13:15, the 
Apostle calls us to continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. 
 

• Administration of the sacraments instituted by Christ – In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus instituted baptism 
as part of the worship of the Church, and the Church.  In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul instructs the Church 
how to administer and rightly receive the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper that Christ institute. 
 

• Presentation of tithes and offerings – The practice of giving tithes and offerings is as ancient as 
Abraham with Melchizedek in Gen 14.  It consisted of freewill offerings in Ex 35:29 and 1 
Chronicles 29:6-13.  Mal 3:10 alludes to the offering, and Paul commands that a collection be taken 
on the Lord’s Day in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2. 
 

• Oaths, vows, solemn fasts, and thanksgiving – These three acts are considered to be special 
ordinances of worship.  They are to be observed on special occasions. 
 

• Hopefully, we understand that the parts of our worship come from the Word of God and not from the 
imaginations of men.  We seek to be content with what God has commanded alone. 


