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Purpose:  We will examine the ordinary part of worship of the reading of Scriptures with godly fear.  We 
will attempt to answer three questions:  why do we read the Word in worship?  How should we read and 
hear the Word in Worship? and Who should read the Word in worship? 
 
Why do we read the Word in Worship?  We will look at two points to answer this question.  The first is 
divine warrant.  The second point is the benefit of the reading of the Scripture 
 
• It has been done for so long that we just assume that we must read the Scriptures in worship, but we 

cannot be satisfied with tradition.  The Regulative Principle of Worship (RPW) states that we are to 
worship the way that Lord commands, and we should not add to it or take away from it.  So, we need 
a divine warrant to practice the public reading of Scripture in worship. 
 

o The OT gives us both command and example for the public reading the Scripture.  Beginning 
at Mt. Sinai, we see the reading of Scripture publicly.  In Exodus 24:7, Moses read the Book 
of the Covenant (Ex 20-23) publicly to Israel.  In Deuteronomy 31:9-11, Moses gave the law 
to the priests, sons of Levi, and to the elders of Israel to keep the Law (or Scriptures).  Joshua 
read the Scriptures publicly to the Church in Joshua 8:34.  Nehemiah 8:3, 8 is the latest OT 
example of the reading of the Scriptures in public worship.  So, the OT gives both command 
and example of the public reading of Scripture in the Church. 
 

o The NT also gives us warrant that the public reading of Scripture is an ordinary part of 
worship.  The Apostles recognized that it had been a practice of the Church since Moses 
(Acts 13:27, 15:21; 2 Corinthians 3:14-15).  We find the warrant in Paul’s instruction to 
Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:13.  Paul commands Timothy to devote himself to the public reading 
of Scripture.  Since it was part of Timothy’s calling as a pastor (4:14), we can deduce that it is 
an ordinary part of public worship.  We also find commands to read Scripture publicly in 
Ephesians 3:4, Colossians 4:16, 1 Thessalonians 5:27, and Revelation 1:3 
 

o So, the public reading of Scripture in worship has been divinely instituted in the Scriptures by 
command and example; therefore, every worship service should contain this important part. 
 

• The second part of our answer to why do we read the Word describes the benefits of the public 
reading Scripture.  In Isaiah 55:11, the Lord describes the efficacy of His Word.  In short, God’s 
Word is the means through which He accomplishes His purposes.  The Lord’s purpose is to save 
sinners by grace through faith in Christ.  In Deut 31:12-13, the reading of God’s Word teaches us to 
fear the Lord or to believe what He reveals about Himself.  It also teaches us to do what He 
commands.  This passage summarizes that the Scriptures principally teach what we are to believe 
concerning God and what duty He requires of us.  Notice that the word does more than teach these 
two things.  The Word is the means through which God gives us faith and makes us obedient 
children.  The NT also recognizes that the Lord uses the reading of His Word to work faith in us and 
direct the way we live (1 Tim 4:16, 2 Tim 3:16, Rom 10:17, 1 Peter 1:23). 
 

How should we read and hear the Word publicly in Worship?  We will look at three points to answer 
this question: the content read, the translation, and the manner. 
 
• In Deut 31:9-10, Moses commanded the whole Law to be read, and 2 Tim 3:16 teaches we should 

read the whole of Scripture, which includes both the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
 

• 1 Corinthians 14 teaches that the Scriptures must be read so that the congregation can understand 
them.  As a result, the leaders of the Protestant Reformation emphasized the necessity that the Bible 
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be translated into the common language of the people.  So, we can be confident that we should read 
from an English translation of the Bible.  The translation matters also.  We believe that the words 
of the Bible, in the original manuscripts of the Hebrew and Greek texts, are inspired and inerrant, so 
we should use a translation of the Bible that most accurately reflects the original language.  A 
paraphrase “Bible” is not appropriate for our use.  Both Jesus and Paul appealed to the specific words 
of the Scriptures to make doctrinal distinctions in Matthew 22:29-32 and Galatians 3:16. 
 

• The manner in which we read and hear the Word matters.  We must have high reverence and esteem 
for God’s Word (Psalm 19:10, Isaiah 66:2), believe that Scripture is God’s Word and not the words of 
men (2 Peter 1:19-21), depend upon the Lord for understanding (Luke 24:44-49, 2 Cor 3:13-16), 
desire to know the Scriptures (Deut 17:19-20; Ps 119:18-19, 35), meditate on the meaning of the 
Scriptures (Ps 1:2, 119:97), and  pray for understanding (Prov 2:1-6).  There are more instructions, 
but we need to end with one in particular.  It is easy to apply the Word to everyone else’s problems 
and sins, but when we read and hear the Word, we must apply it to ouselves (2 Chron 34:21)1 

 
Who Should Read the Word in Worship?   We will look at three times when the Word is to be read. 
 
• Our primary focus in this study is public worship.2  

 
o In the reading of Scripture, God speaks to the congregation.  So, the question is, who does 

God appoint to the function of the public ministry of the Word in the NT Church?  God 
entrusted the public reading of the Word to the priests and Levites in the OT church (Deut 
31:9-11, Neh 8:1-8).  Christ entrusted the ministers of the Gospel with the commission that 
He had given the priests and Levites under the Old Testament (Isa 66:2, Matt 23:34).  Paul 
instructed the young pastor Timothy to administer the Word by public reading of Scripture, 
preaching, and teaching (1 Tim 4:13-14).  In verse 14, we learn that Pastor Timothy was 
ordained by the Church for this work of the ministry of the Word. 
 

o Jesus Christ has given the duty of the ministry of the Word to pastors (teaching elders).  The 
Bible never commands or chooses an un-ordained to person to read the Scriptures in public 
worship, but He does choose the pastor for this function.  (The RPCNA also allows ruling 
elders to read Scripture publicly.) 
 

• The Lord gives families the duty of reading the Scripture in family devotions.  Deut 6:6-9 is a clear 
command for the reading and teaching of Scripture in the family.  God gave Abraham the commission 
to teach his family the Word of the Lord (Gen 18:19).  The Psalms sing about the duty of parents to 
share the Scriptures with their children (Ps 57:5-7). 
 

• The Lord gives every individual the duty of reading the Scriptures in our private devotional life.  If it 
is right for the king to read the Scriptures privately, every member of the kingdom should do it (Deut 
17:19).  Psalm 119 teaches us our right relationship to God’s Word.  The meditation and seeking of 
God’s Word implies that the individual must read God’s Word.  Jesus recognized the practice of the 
Pharisees reading God’s Word in private (John 5:39).  The Ethiopian Eunuch read God’s Word 
privately (Acts 8:28).  Psalm 119:11 speaks about storing God’s Word in our hearts.  How can we do 
it without reading and studying it privately? 

                                                 
1 J. G. Vos, The Westminster Larger Catechism: A Commentary, 441. 
2 The explanation comes from Westminster Larger Catechism Q/A 156. 


