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Purpose:  This study will examine several aspects of the next ordinary part of worship, which is the 
sound preaching and conscionable hearing of the Word.  We examine three topics briefly:  the divine 
warrant for preaching, the practice of preaching, and the responsibility of the hearer. 
 
Divine Warrant for Preaching 
 

• Because of familiarity and tradition, we are in danger of forgetting why we the Word of God is 
both read and preached as an ordinary part of worship.  The Church preaches the Word of God 
because God commands it.  God gave clear commands to the pastors and apostles. (1 Tim 4:13, 
2 Tim 4:1-2, Titus 2:15, Matt 28:19-20).  The example of Jesus Christ and the Apostles also 
establishes the divine institution and warrant for preaching in the Church. (Luke 4:16-30; John 
6:22-59; Acts 2:14-41, 20:7; 1 Cor 1:23; 2 Cor 2:12; Gal 1:16; Eph 3:8) 
 

• The next important question is who preaches?  In preaching, God speaks to the congregation, so 
only the man who has been given the authority by God can preach.  The Scripture gives examples 
of priests, Levites, prophets, apostles, evangelists, and pastor-teachers preaching.  (Isaiah 6:8ff; 
Jere 1:6-10; Ezek 2:3-7; Jonah 1:2, 3:2; Neh 8:1-8; 2 Chron 15:3, 17:9; Acts 2) Christ gave the 
Church apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastors and teaches for the ministry of the Word.  
(Eph 4:11)  Paul clearly commanded both Pastors Timothy and Titus to labor in preaching. (1 
Tim 4:13, 2 Tim 4:2, Tit 2:15).  Now, only ordained pastors can preach. (WLC 158) 
 

Practice of Preaching 
 

• The subject of preaching must be the Word of God.  Paul clearly instructs Timothy to preach 
the word (2 Tim 4:2).  In light of 2 Tim 3:16-17, pastors must preach from the whole counsel of 
God in the OT and the NT.  Expository, Christ-centered preaching is the example given in the 
Scriptures.  Expository preaching exposes and explains the meaning of the text of Scripture.  
Examples of preaching in the Bible indicate that the size of the text can vary from a short passage 
to a redemptive historical theme throughout the Bible in the examples that we find in the Bible.   
 

• Preaching must be Christ-centered.  The message of the Bible is that God saves sinners 
through His Son Jesus Christ, so that message must be proclaimed in the text.  Christ also set the 
example of revealing how the Scriptures teach about Him. (Acts 24:27, John 6:22-59, Luke 4:16-
21)  In 1 Cor 2:1-2, Paul confessed to preach only Christ and Him crucified.  The book of 
Hebrews is a Christ-centered sermon, which shows Christ as the fulfillment of OT revelation. 
 

• Preachers must teach sound doctrine.  Paul instructed Titus to teach what accords with sound 
doctrine. (Tit 2:1)  Doctrine is simply what the Bible teaches.  WSC #3 reveals two types of 
doctrine taught in the Bible:  what man is to believe concern God and what duty God requires of 
man.  In other words, preaching must teach what the Bible truly teaches.  This principle has 
implications for who can preach in pulpits of Christ’s church and the RPCNA.  A preacher must 
hold to orthodox Christian doctrine, and the RPCNA has defined what we understand the Bible to 
teach as orthodox doctrine in our Constitution.  To that end, presbyteries examine candidates for 
the ministry carefully to determine if the men are trustworthy with the Word of God. 
 

• Preaching must include application of the truth to the lives of God’s people. (2 Tim 4:2, 2 
Tim 3:16-17, Tit 2:1-15)   
 

• Preaching is a Means of Grace.  It is not simply teaching.  We need to remember that the Lord 
works through preaching to save sinners and sanctify saints.  Preaching requires the Holy Spirit 
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for any power or effectiveness. (Acts 16:14, Rom 10:16-17, 1 Cor 2:14, 1 Tim 4:16) 
 

• Preaching must be authoritative. (Jer 7:1-15) Preaching is not a discussion or time of sharing 
thoughts about the Scriptures.  Words like declare, exhort, and rebuke are used to describe 
preaching as a proclamation with the authority of Christ’s Word and calling. The example of 
Jeremiah 7:1-15 demonstrates the authority.  The preacher must declare thus saith the Lord with 
authority. 
 

• Preaching must be plain.  Preaching is communication between God and His people through the 
Word.  The Lord changes people as He gives them understanding of the Word; therefore, the 
preacher must labor to communicate clearly to the people in the immediate congregation.  He 
should communicate the meaning and the application of the text in plain language. (Neh 8:1-18) 

 
Responsibility of the Hearer 
 
• Attention:  The congregation needs to give their full attention to the preaching of the Word. (2 Tim 

4:3, Prov 8:34, Luke 8:18)  Listen for both the meaning and application of the text. 
 

• Posture:  You need to receive the sound preaching of the Word as the Word of God. (1 Thess 2:13) It 
may be tempting to think that your friend the pastor is speaking to you, but something more is going 
on during the sermon.  God is communicating to you through the preached Word.  Listen expecting to 
hear the Lord, and receive the preached Word as the Word of God with divine authority. 
 

• Discernment:  Ministers are fallen men, who are not completely sanctified.  Also, the Lord told us to 
expect wolves in sheep’s clothing, so you must listen with discerning ears.  Test what the pastor 
preaches against the Scriptures. (Acts 17:11)  Believe the truth, “not on [your] ministers authority, but 
on the authority of god speaking in His Word.” (J. G. Vos on WLC 160) 
 

• Meditate:  Your obligation to attend to the preaching of God’s Word does not stop at the benediction.  
You are to take the Word you received and meditate upon on the Lord’s Day and throughout the 
week.  The Lord calls us to store the truths we hear in our hearts. (Prov 2:1, Psalm 119) 
 

• Expectation:  We must listen to God’s Word preached expecting God’s grace.  We were converted 
through the preaching of the Word, and we are sanctified through the Word.  We should expect to be 
built up by the preaching of the Word.  Take the preaching of God’s Word seriously and expect God 
to Word through it as He has ordained.  (Isaiah 55:10-11, James 1: 25, 1 Peter 1:22-25) 

 
 


