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Purpose:  The purpose of this study is to examine some of the objections to the position of singing the Psalms to 
the exclusion of all other songs in worship. 
 
RP Testimony 21.5 Singing God’s praise is part of public worship in which the whole congregation should join. The Book of 
Psalms, consisting of inspired psalms, hymns and songs, is the divinely authorized manual of praise. The use of other songs in 
worship is not authorized in the Scriptures. The Greek words in the New Testament, which are translated “psalm,” “hymn” 
and “song,” all appear in the Septuagint (Greek) version of the Book of Psalms.  (Ps. 95:2; Ps. 40:3, (4); Ps. 96:1; Col. 3: 16; 
Eph. 5:19; Mark 14:26; 1 Cor 14: 26; Jas. 5:13.) 
 
• Objection 1:  The NT Church needs NT songs.  “I want to sing the name of Christ in worship,” or “The Psalms 

are only for Israel.” 
Answer 1:  The Psalms are sufficient for NT praise.  They speak clearly about Jesus Christ, and the NT writers 
interpret the Psalms to be about Jesus Christ.  Even though we don’t sing Christ’s name, we clearly sing about 
Christ.  Objection 1 only critiques our singing of the Psalms; it does not actually give us an argument for what 
we should sing.   

o Christ taught that the Psalms were about Him (Luke 24:44) 
o Commonly Recognized Messianic Psalms:  (Psalm 2, 8, 16, 22, 40, 45, 68, 69, 72, 89, 102, 109, 110, 

118 132 etc) 
o The book of Hebrews quotes Psalm 45:6 for the divinity of Christ, 2:7 for eternal sonship, 8:5 for 

incarnation, 40:9,10 and 22:22 for prophetic office, 110:4 for priestly office, 45:6 for kingly office, and 
22:2 for suffering. 

o The Psalms use the name yhwh, which is translated Lord, and Lord is the predominate title for Jesus in 
the NT.  In Romans 10:9, we can know that we are saved if we confess with our mouth that Jesus is 
Lord.  So, singing the name Jesus should not be necessary.  Christ or Lord is His proper name. 

 
• Objection 2:  There are other songs in the OT and NT of the Bible.  Why can’t we sing those songs? 

Answer 2:  God canonized some songs from the OT in the Psalms.  Psalm 18 came from 2 Sam 22, and Psalm 
90-91 seem to echo Moses’ songs in Ex 15 and Moses’ song and blessings in Deut 32-33.  The other Scripture 
songs, such as the Song of the Well (Num 21:17), Song of Debra and Barak (Judges 5), and Miriam’s song (Ex 
15:20 were left out of the Psalter with the exception of some brief references. The occurrences of singing in the 
OT can be explained by the nature of remembrance in an oral society. 
 Two NT songs are The Magnificent (Luke 1:46-56) and the New Song (Rev 5:9).  Mary’s song does not 
seem to be more than a song for the specific occasion.  We will look at the New Song later, but it does  
 The so-called NT hymns are debatable.  Passages like Col 1:15-20 are considered hymns by some and 
confessions of faith by others.  The NT never commands one of these so-called NT hymns to be sung in public 
worship. 
 The evidence of other songs in the Scripture does not give us warrant to sing uninspired songs in worship.  
Without further revelation, we don’t have warrant to sing the Scripture songs found outside The Psalms. 
 

• Objection 3:  The singing of praise is like prayer in worship.  God does not require us to use the prayers of the 
Bible; therefore, we are not required to sing only the inspired Psalms in the Bible. 
Answer 3:  God has governed our prayers.  He gave us the Lord’s Prayer as a pattern for our prayer, and He 
commands that we pray for things in His will and pray in the name of His Son.  God has also governed the 
songs of worship separately by giving us the Psalter and commanding its use in worship.  In short, prayer and 
singing of praise are governed separately by the Lord. 
 

• Objection 4:  There is more liberty in the NT than in the OT; therefore, we can sing our uninspired songs. 
Answer 4:  Singing of uninspired songs violates the Christian Liberty that we have in Jesus Christ.  Christian 
Liberty frees us only to be bound to the commands of God and free from the commands of men.  If we are 
going to sing uninspired songs, some men must impose a choice of which uninspired songs we would sing.  As 
a result, we would be bound to the choice of these men.  When we sing the authorized and inspired Psalms of 
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the Bible, the Church imposes upon us the command to sing what God has commanded and authorized for us to 
sing.  In a sense, imposing man-made songs on the Church is a form of tyranny. 
 

• Objection 5:  At each stage in redemptive history, the Lord advanced the public worship of God.  Since we are 
now in the NT era of the Church, we should have NT songs of praise, and we should write NT songs. 
Answer 5:  It is true that at every epic in redemptive history, the Lord progressed the worship of the Church.  
One key principle needs to be observed.  Each time, God progressed worship through special revelation or the 
inspired Word or command.  In these last days of the NT Church, God progressed worship through special 
revelation.  The OT sacraments were replaced by baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The Temple in Jerusalem 
was replaced by the gathered Church who worships in spirit and truth.  The Lord did not give the NT Church 
new songs of praise for NT worship, and the Lord did not authorize us to write uninspired songs of praise for 
our public worship. 
 

• Objection 6:  What about the New Song of Revelation 5:9, 14:3?  Shouldn’t we write new songs for NT praise? 
Answer 6:  In Revelation 5:9, the new song is given by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; it is not an uninspired 
song.  In Rev 14:3, the new song was learned not written by the 144,000 singers, so we cannot draw the 
conclusion that we will write new songs.  These passages do not give us warrant to write uninspired songs 
ourselves. 

 
 

Bibliography 
 
Bushell, Michael.  Songs of Zion:  A Contemporary Case for Exclusive Psalmody.   
 
Keddie, John W.  Sing the Lord’s Song:  Biblical Psalms in Worship.  Pittsburgh:  Crown & Covenant Publications, 
2003. 
 
Smith, Frank J. and Lachman, David C.  Worship in the Presence of God:  A collection of essays on the nature, 

elements, and historic views and practices of worship.  Fellsmere, FL:  Reformation Media and Press, 2006. 
 

• Murray, John.  “Song in Public Worship,” pp179-192.  This essays is formally the Minority Report of the 
Committee on Song in the Public Worship of God, which was presented at the 14th General Assembly of the 
OPC in 1947.  It can also be found at http://www.opc.org/GA/song.html#Minority. 

• Smith, Frank J.  “The Singing of Praise,”  pp193-226. 
 

Williamson, G. I.  The Singing of Psalms in the Worship of God.  Belfast:  Cameron Press, 1998. 


