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A Special Invitation to Men 
from Elder Bill Van Sciver 
 
 Early in my Christian walk I was 
exposed to and convicted of the 
importance of discipling men with the 
goal of being godly spiritual leaders in 
their homes, work, and community. The 
Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 3:17 
“Brothers, join in imitating me, and 
keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in 
us.”  Of course Paul did not want them 
to be imitators of him because he was 
somehow worthy apart from Christ. He 
wrote in I Corinthians 11:1 that he was a 
model to follow only insofar as his life 
reflected Christ. As believers in the 
person and work of Christ, our Lord has 
called us to be conformed to his image.
 We can learn a lot from the words of 
those who love Jesus and who teach us 
His truth. We can also learn much from 
their example as they put the teaching of 
Christ into practice and walk in His 
ways. We all know godly men and 
women in our churches who have 
followed Jesus for a long time and who 
mirror His Character in so many ways.  
 I would like to extend an invitation 
to the men of this congregation to join 
those of us at the Men’s Breakfast in our 
desire to grow in our love for the Savior 
and to become more 
sanctified in our lives 
to the glory of God. 
You can expect a 
time of fellowship 
around breakfast, 
where we share with 
one another what is 
going on in our lives, 
but we spend most of our time in study 
about growing as men to be the spiritual 
leaders that He has called us to be. We 
have used books by godly teachers that 
Christ has raised up so that we may 
learn from them and imitate them in 
growing in holiness. Finally, we 

conclude our time by praying for one 
another and other needs that arise.  
 Since a number of families have 
move away, thereby lowering our 
membership considerably, we will 
commence our 2012 study using a book 
titled, “Planting, Watering, Growing” 
edited by Daniel R. Hyde and Shane 
Lems.  This book 
addresses the topic of 
planting confessionally 
Reformed churches in 
the 21st Century.  The 
authors believe that the 
conditions of our society 
are much the same as the conditions of 
the first century Church, which means 
we live in a time of great opportunity 
for growth in the Church.  Today many 
of the ideas of church planting and 
growth have a consumer mentality -- 
have it your way, right away or your 
money back.  What is needed are 
churches that simply spread the seed of 
the Word through preaching, seek to 
water those seeds by means of the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, and humbly pray for the Lord to 
grant growth. I believe this study will 
encourage and focus our resolve to see 
Christ increase and build His church 
here at WRPC and beyond. 
 

 
Thanksgiving 
Outreach 2011 
by Harry & Judy Lumberg 
 
 The M&M Committee 
led our congregation’s 
eleventh consecutive 
Thanksgiving Outreach on 

November 24.  Members of the 
congregation volunteered and prepared 
a traditional Thanksgiving meal.  In 
order to include the children and add a 
festive touch to the outreach, we had 
them decorate bags with art work. 
 The Adams County’s Senior Hub 

assigned us to deliver thirty-three meals 
to twenty households.  The recipients of 
our outreach are enrolled in the Senior 
Hub’s Meals-On–Wheels program.  The 
program, however, does not deliver 
meals on holidays, and without the 
Thanksgiving Outreach sponsored by 
WRPC most of the usual recipients 

would not receive a meal on 
Thanksgiving. 
 We minister to many frail, 
lonely seniors.  Some are 
afraid to leave the security of 
their homes, and many are in 
need of the knowledge of 

Christ’s love for them.  The delivery of 
a holiday meal often gives the members 
of our congregation the opportunity to 
share the Gospel with the recipients.  
 Because of WRPC’s faithful 
involvement in this outreach, the Senior 
Hub’s Thanksgiving Meal offering has 
grown threefold, and two additional 
churches have begun to participate.  
This year, over eighty-eight people 
received a meal and the message of 
God’s love for them. 
 The M&M Committee would like to 
thank the congregation for its continued 
support of this ministry through your 
prayers and personal involvement.  We 
can always use willing hands to help, so 
if you are not already a committee 
member please consider joining the 
Missions and Ministry Committee and 
help us boldly proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the our community. 
 

 
Midwest Presbytery Report 
by Shane Sapp 
 
 The Midwest Presbytery (MWP) 
met on October 27-28 at the Springs 
Reformed Church in Colorado Springs, 
CO.  The Rev. Jerry Milroy was elected 
the moderator of the MWP.  We were 
thankful that fraternal delegates from 
the RCUS and OPC attended and 
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participated in the meeting.  The 
business consisted primarily of student 
exams and congregational reports. 
 The MWP examined three men, who 
were at different stages of their 
preparation for the ministry. A 
candidate for the ministry must pass 
thirteen exams to be ordained in the 
RPCNA, and it was a joy to see the 
Lord provide men at each level of 
preparation in the MWP.  Luke Finely 
was sustained in each exam, and his 
father, Rev. Paul Finley, had the 
privilege of propounding the queries for 
his son to be licensed to preach in the 
RPCNA.  Greg Stiner passed all five 
exams to be licensed to receive a call.  
Mr. Stiner is a ruling elder from 
Shawnee, KS, and he should complete 
his seminary work at RPTS in May of 
2012.  Patrick Stefan was sustained in 
all of the exams for ordination, and he 
was ordained and installed as the 
associate pastor at Salt & Light RPC in 
Longmont, CO, on November 12, 2011.   
 The MWP also received yearly 
reports from each congregation and 
mission work in the presbytery.  We 
were encouraged by the fruitful work in 
the Tri Lakes Reformed Church, 
Manhattan RP Fellowship, and the 
Laramie Reformed Presbyterian Church.  
The Lord seems to be expanding His 
kingdom through these mission works.  
The congregations in Washington, IA, 
Sharon, IA, and Winchester, KS, have 
vacant pulpits.  Stillwater RPC has been 
feeling the pains of planting the Enid 
RPC, but they are encouraged about the 
Lord’s faithfulness to them.  Salt & 
Light RPC is thankful that the Lord has 
provided another minister to labor 
alongside their pastor.  Many of the 
other congregations are thankful for 
growth.  A general theme was the desire 
of each congregation to see the Lord 
sanctify their members and to reach 
their communities with the Gospel. 
 This MWP meeting was another 
reminder of the Lord’s loving kindness 

and preservation of His Church.  We 
can thank the Lord for His providence to 
care for the MWP. 
 

 
Short-term Mission Opportunity to 
Airdrie, Scotland, May 24-June 25 
by John Greene 
 
 For years the RPCNA has made 
multiple short-term mission 
opportunities available through through 
RP Missions. One of many short-term 
mission trips planned for 2012 will be 
hosted by the RP Church of Scotland 
(RPCS) in Airdrie, Scotland.  Rev 
Andrew Quigley will lead the mission 
work.  This is an exciting time in the life 
of the RPCS.  God has added two new 
congregations this year in Glasgow and 
Stornoway and one new church plant in 
Edinburgh. 
 The mission trip will be May 24-
June 25, 2012.  For over ten years 
Airdrie has hosted short-term mission 
teams, and it has become a great 
training ground for RP Missions.  Pastor 
Quigley has been an invaluable mentor 
for teams each year. His vision and 
passion for proclaiming the gospel and 
making the most of every opportunity 
God provides is contagious not only to 
the mission teams but has been 
embraced by the local Session and 
members of the church from youngest to 
oldest. 
 This mission team will have many 
opportunities to reach out to the local 
community and will be involved in 
several area schools. While in the 
schools the team will be tasked with 
sharing the gospel, giving their 
testimonies, and extending invitation for 
those children and their families to 
come and hear the word preached, enjoy 
fellowship with the saints and get 
involved in weekly discipleship groups. 
 Scotland has a very rich Christian 
heritage and some time will be taken by 
the team to explore some of our 

Christian history and look closely at the 
lessons of the Reformation in Scotland 
and how those lessons are still to guide 
us today wherever we are.  If you are 
looking for a mission trip that will help 
you develop your evangelism skills, get 
beyond the fears of engaging people 
about Christ, and if you would like to 
see how God’s Word drives the 
Missionary Endeavor, please see Pastor 
Sapp for more information.  Application 
can be made at www.rpmissions.org. 
 

 
Update on the Land Sale 
by Paul Welander 
 
 The process leading up to the sale 
of the northern part of our property to 
the City of Westminster is progressing. 
For the last 6 months we have been in 
the process of rezoning our property so 
that the land sale can happen without us 
being in violation of City zoning 
regulations.  We cannot sell the land 
without rezoning because we would be 
in violation of the City’s maximum 
building coverage rule the instant we 
sold it due to the new, smaller size of 
our property.  
 During the last 6 months we have 
made 3 submittals of drawings and 
documents asking the City to rezone our 
property. Each submittal has been 
reviewed by City staff and has resulted 
in requests for changes to be made to 
the documents. This is the normal 
procedure. In fact, it often takes 4 or 5 
rounds of submittals before the 
documents are approved. Final drawings 
were submitted on December 12th so it 
appears that the revisions have been 
completed.  A tentative date in early 
January has been set for the City’s 
Planning Commission to review the 
rezoning request. If the Planning 
Commission approves the request to 
rezone, the issue will be reviewed at a 
City Council Meeting in mid- February 
and a final decision will be made. City 
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staff feels confident the rezoning will be 
approved. 
 It appears that the closing date for 
the land sale will be in late February. 
Please be in prayer that, if it’s God’s 
will, the final steps in the process of 
selling the land will be achieved and in 
a timely manner. Thank God for His 
gracious provision for us! 
 

 
TFB Update 
by Shane Sapp 
 
 The Session has continued to discuss 
our plans for the Theological 
Foundations Backpacking Trip (TFB).  
We decided to advertise in the RP 
Witness, and we expect to place an ad in  
the February issue. 
 We have decided upon a draft 
application for each student.  We will 
ask the student to share some personal 
information.  We will also ask his/her 
Session to give a recommendation for 
the student. 
 The cost for the trip will be $150 per 
person.  It includes $90 for food, $10 for 
unexpected expenses, and $50 for gas, 
advertising etc.  Since this TFB will be 
our first, we are trying to budget well. 
 Please pray for the planning, the 
teaching, and the young people who the 
Lord will send to attend. 
 

 
What I’ve Read 
by Tara Welander 
 
  “…the very conception 
of covenanting conveys a 
new richness to our personal 
confession of Christ as our 
Savior and Lord!”  I agree 
and have experienced this 
new richness for myself now that I’ve 
read the book Christ’s Covenant and 
Your Life by Gordon J. Keddie.  When 
Pastor Shane first led me to this book, I 

must admit I wasn’t overly excited 
about it.  I read novels for pleasure 
when I – rarely – have the time to read.  
I wasn’t too keen on abandoning my 
latest novel to read a theology book.  (I 
am definitely my dear husband’s 
opposite!)  I laughed out loud when the 
preface seemed to be written to me as 
Keddie explained that he encourages the 
reader who thinks this topic is “dry and 
difficult and rather removed from the 
needs of everyday life.”  He says 
covenant theology “ought to be 
something Christians are excited about.” 
Since he wrote with people like me in 
mind, I dove into the book, and I am so 
glad I put my novel down! 
 Keddie opens with a definition of 
“covenant” and an 
explanation of all the 
covenants we make and 
break on a daily basis.  He 
then explains that God’s 
covenant of grace is 
different from any covenant we have 
ever been in before since it is unilateral 
and monergistic.  He then goes on to 
show the reader that God’s covenant of 
grace (Gen 3:15) has been revealed 
layer by layer through the ages rather 
than changed over and over again.  He 
also reminds us that the covenant of 
works is still in place for non-believers.  
He takes a few pages to explain, very 
well I may add, who is under the 

covenant of works and 
“condemned already” because of 
Adam and who is under the 
covenant of grace only because of 
God’s lavish mercy.  “Man is a 
covenant-breaker first in Adam 
and then on his own account.”  
Keddie also goes through many 
characteristics of the covenant of 
grace, including the fact that we 
should respond in thankful 

obedience to God’s law; however, this 
obedience is not the way to salvation.  
(This truth is important to remember in 
our society of no free lunch.)  Then, 

Keddie shows the reader four claims of 
the covenant.  We would do well to 
remember that God gives us the faith 
and changes our hearts in order to be in 
His covenant.  Being in God’s covenant 
of grace is a result of being changed 
sovereignly by God so that we can have 
a relationship with Him, commit to Him 
from our innermost being, fellowship 
with His people, and see Him take over 
our entire lives. 
 Keddie then switches gears slightly 
to discuss the people of the covenant.  
He reminds us that unlike our 
individualistic and subjective culture 
would have us believe, faith is not about 
us.  It is not about how we feel about 
Jesus.  Feelings never trump the Word 

of God.  Faith is about 
what God has done for 
us through Jesus.  How 
we feel about God and 
what He is currently 
“doing or not doing” 

for us doesn’t have anything to do with 
Christ’s work on the cross 2000 years 
ago.  Keddie also encourages the reader 
to live in community with other 
believers and explains three aspects of a 
covenant community, and he explains 
the benefits, responsibilities, and 
necessity of church membership. 
 Keddie’s next section about the 
means of grace is very insightful and 
helpful.  He is very encouraging and 
convincing in his arguments about the 
absolute necessity of inviting non-
believers to church.  They must hear 
God’s word and the gospel proclaimed 
“as it is unfolded from Genesis to 
Revelation.”  The preaching of the 
word, the sacraments, and prayer are not 
private ceremonies for God’s people 
only.  They are an important way for 
non-believers to hear us proclaim what 
God has done for us.  Keddie also 
explains the role of the church in the 
community.  Again, this was very 
encouraging to me.  May our church be 
a beacon of light to a community that 

I dove into the book, 
and I am so glad I 

put my novel down! 
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desperately needs to hear the Word. 
 Keddie’s chapters on the Lord’s 
Supper and Baptism were helpful.  He 
explained them in the context of being 
signs and seals of the covenant of grace 
rather than just things Christians do 
because we feel that God is doing 
amazing things for us.  Just like faith, 
these sacraments are about what Christ 
did for us on the cross 2000 years ago.  
It might be a subtle difference, but 
seeing the sacraments in light of God’s 
covenant of grace rather than as a 
response to my feelings is a new way to 
see them for me. 
 Keddie’s last 3 chapters, The 
Mission of the Covenant, The Goal of 
the Covenant, and Covenanting with 
God were profound for me.  I received 
some sweet assurance of salvation that I 
did not expect to find in this book.  
Knowing that I am under God’s 
covenant of grace, that He chose me 
before the foundation of the world, and 
that I belong to a covenant community 
has really changed me and my view of 
my salvation.  I am better equipped to 
speak of my salvation and the gospel 
message.  I sense more of an urgency to 
tell the covenant-breakers in my life that 
they need Jesus and to invite them to 
church so they can receive the means of 
grace and can hear about the covenant 
established for God’s people in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

 
The Unhurried Patriarchs 
by CJ Williams,  
Professor of OT Studies at RPTS 
 
 It’s amazing how regimented 
modern life is.  Busy schedules demand 
precise organization, and we can hardly 
conceive of a day that is not divided into 
hours and minutes.  I don’t know how 
many times I glance at my watch during 
the day, but each glance reminds me of 
pending tasks and the precise time 
allotted to each.  This being the case, it 

is refreshing to step into the world of 
Old Testament narrative.  In the place of 
hours and minutes, the patriarchs lived 
and thought in terms of seasons – not 
the natural seasons of the year, but 
indefinite periods of time that were 
characterized by one particular task or 
calling.  Thus we read about characters 
encamping here or there “for a season” 
in the King James Version, or the 
“season” in which Israel came 
out of Egypt, or the psalmist 
praying to God “in the night 
season.”  Even the days are 
delineated only by morning, 
noon and night with no thought of 
greater precision.  If we tried to operate 
on these terms – schedule things “in due 
season” or plan our tasks “when the 
time comes” – a tangled mess would 
surely be the result.  Our world demands 
precision and a strict accounting of time.  
But when reading the historical 
narratives of the Hebrew Bible we seem 
to step into a dream-like world with 
very little consciousness of, or concern 
for, the delineation and passage of time. 
 I do not think this narrative 
timelessness can be neatly accounted for 
by the simplicity of ancient life or the 
nature of ancient literature.  Of course, 
to some degree, we would expect a 
shepherd people to move at a sheep’s 
pace, but I think the difference between 
the Old Testament world and ours has as 
much to do with priorities as anything.  
Perhaps the timeless quality of these 
texts exhibits the simplicity of faith 
unencumbered by the desires, 
expectations and obligations that we 
needlessly heap upon ourselves.  What 
mattered to the patriarchs was the 
calling at hand, not the next bend in the 
road.  They lived within the present 
reality of the covenant relationship, 
enjoying it and responding to its 
development.  What mattered was right 
in front of them – faith, life and family – 
and to these things they gave themselves 
with timeless focus.  I’m sure they had 

occasion for greater precision and 
foresight when it came to the 
responsibilities of life, as we do, but one 
certainly gets the sense that, from 
“season to season,” our forefathers in 
the faith had an unwavering simplicity 
of focus that makes their life narratives 
seem timeless, or at least not nearly as 
regimented as our world.  Their 
communion with God and the Lord’s 

calling upon them 
wasn’t one part of a 
diffuse existence, nor 
did they see the present 
as only a steppingstone 

to something else.  They found 
themselves on the “pathway of life” 
because of God’s grace, and that path 
was all that mattered.  “What” mattered 
a whole lot more than “when.” 
 You have heard the hackneyed 
saying: “Life is a road, not a 
destination.”  Nothing could be further 
from the truth in our world.  It’s not 
uncommon for us to covet what we do 
not have, live only for what we want to 
achieve, always look to the next bend in 
the road, sacrifice the people in our lives 
for progress toward our goals, and 
remain unsatisfied with where we are in 
life.  But maybe this was truly the case 
with the patriarchs, that the “pathway of 
life” was all that mattered.  It was 
enough for them to simply live the life 
of faith – unhurried and unencumbered 
– while enjoying the different “seasons” 
of the covenant relationship.  Perhaps 
this accounts for the slower pace and 
timeless perspective of the patriarchal 
narratives; perhaps we, too, should live 
and think more in such terms. 
 

 

We thank John Duke, Paul and Tara 
Welander, CJ Williams, Bill Van 
Sciver, Harry & Judy Lumberg, Phyllis 
Wilson, and John Greene for 
contributing to the WRPC News. 

“What” mattered 
a whole lot more 

than “when.” 


