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From the Pastor 
 

 Summer is almost here.  We have an 
opportunity to pray for and support the 
church planting efforts in Wyoming 
from June to August.  In July, more than 
15 young people will come to our 
congregation for the Theological 
Foundations Backpacking Trip.  Our 
personal summer activities should give 
us opportunity to share the Gospel and 
invite people to Church.  This issue of 
the WRPC News will focus on missions 
and evangelism.  I hope that you will 
find the information contained in this 
issue to be encouraging and challenging 
as you consider how you can serve 
Christ in the building of His Kingdom. 
 

 
Update on the Progress of 

Reformed Pres Work in Wyoming 
 

By Bob Hemphill 
 

 In the spring of 2007, the Lord led 
the Midwest Presbytery of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church to begin work in 
the state of Wyoming.  The theme 
verses which gave motivation to the 
work were 1 Samuel 14:6-7 where 
Jonathan and his armor bearer attacked 
the Philistine garrison. 
 From the beginning, the Colorado 
churches of the RPCNA were involved 
in sending up helpers, supplying funds, 
and praying for the work.  The Lord has 
also encouraged us with RP young 
adults from other parts of the country 
coming to Laramie to help.  The 
commitment and attitude of service of 
these young adults and the quality of the 
persons from the Colorado churches 
have been wonderful testimonies to the 
people God has brought into the mission 
church. 
 As in any church plant, there have 
been great surprises and blessings and 
also hard and difficult providences.  
God gave us encouragements early on 
through people contacting and joining 

with us locally.  We remember the 
woman who received two church 
brochures and became convinced God 
was calling her back to Himself, the 
woman and the couple who had longed 
and prayed for years for a Reformed 
church to be established in Laramie, the 
lady whose granddaughter was a friend 
of ours, and with whom we were later 
able to share the gospel before her 
death, the couple who moved to 
Laramie from St. Louis, found us and 
have been an important part of the 
church ever since, the Chinese man who 
attended a Bible study and later brought 
others to the church, and the family who 
chooses to drive an hour and fifteen 
minutes to church each week, because 
they knew we needed help.  We could 
speak of many more such blessings. 

Pastor Wade and Barb Mann 
 

 This summer, we are poised to 
launch out further in two specific ways.  
First, some families in the city of 
Casper, about three hours north of 
Laramie, are interested in seeing a 
Reformed church established in their 
community.  Wade and Barb Mann from 
the Shawnee congregation in Kansas 
City have agreed to come for the 
summer to minister to this group, help 
them reach out and test the waters for 
church planting.  Second, in Laramie we 
have invited first year seminary student, 
Sam McCracken, along with his wife, 
Julia, and their son, Wade, to intern with 
and help us.  Sam will also help lead the 

Back Packing trip sponsored by the 
Westminster congregation. 

Sam, Julia and Wade McCracken 
 

 During our time in Wyoming, we 
have sought primarily to do two things: 
to hold forth the Word of God in all its 
fullness (Acts 20:20-21, 27) and to take 
advantage of every opportunity the Lord 
presents us to touch the lives of people 
(Ephesians 5:16).  We have certainly not 
done that perfectly, but we are thankful 
for the measure of blessing God has 
bestowed on the congregation.  Relying 
in his grace, please continue to pray 
with us that God will be pleased to 
establish faithful and strong Reformed 
Presbyterian churches in Wyoming. 

 
Is Our Confession of Faith 

an Asset or a Liability? 
 

By Shane Sapp 
 

 I was convicted by an observation 
that I read recently.  Wes Brendenhof 
wrote, “A sentiment exists in broader 
Christian circles that confessionally 
Reformed believers are not, will not, 
and cannot be enthusiastic about sharing 
the gospel of Christ with those who are 
strangers to the promises of God.”  We 
are one of those bodies of 
confessionally Reformed believers.  We 
have adopted the Westminster 
Confession of Faith (WCF), the RP 
Testimony, and the Westminster Larger 
(WLC) and the Shorter Catechisms as 
our testimony of what we believe the 
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Bible teaches.  So, we are going to 
explore our doctrine and ask, “Does our 
doctrine help or hurt our work of 
missions and evangelism?”  Hopefully, 
this study will demonstrate the strength 
of our confession and motivate each of 
us to support missions and evangelism 
with a greater enthusiasm. 
 First, consider what our confessional 
standards teach about the foundation for 
missions and evangelism.  We believe 
that all mankind has fallen under God’s 
wrath and curse because of 
our imputed and actual sin.  
WCF 6.1 states, “By this sin 
[of eating the forbidden 
fruit] they [Adam and Eve] 
fell from their original 
righteousness and 
communion with God, and 
so became dead in sin, and 
wholly defiled in all the faculties and 
parts of soul and body.”  WCF 6.2 
confesses that “They being the root of 
all mankind, the guilt of this sin was 
imputed, and the same death in sin and 
corrupted nature conveyed, to all their 
posterity descending from them by 
ordinary generation.”  WCF 6.6 reveals 
the consequence of sin. “Every sin, both 
original and actual, being a 
transgression of the righteous law of 
God, and contrary thereunto, doth, in its 
own nature, bring guilt upon the sinner; 
whereby he is bound over to the wrath 
of God, and curse of the law, and so 
made subject to death, with all miseries 
spiritual, temporal, and eternal.” 
 You may have read these statements 
before, but have you considered how 
significant they are to our involvement 
in evangelism and missions?  Our 
confession teaches us something vitally 
important about the postman, the bus 
driver, the soccer coach, the neighbor 
next door, and quite frankly every 
person we see daily.  They, like us, are 
all guilty of sin and deserve the eternal 
punishment of God.  They may be polite 
and helpful people, but if we believe 

what our confession says, they are going 
to hell unless someone does something 
to save them.  What are you personally 
going to do about that? 
 WLC 30 teaches that God does 
something to save sinners.  “Does God 
leave all mankind to perish in the estate 
of sin and misery?  God does not leave 
all men to perish in the estate of sin and 
misery, into which they fell by the 
breach of the first covenant, commonly 
called the covenant of works; but of his 

mere love and 
mercy delivers his 
elect out of it, and 
brings them into 
an estate of 
salvation by the 
second covenant, 
commonly called 
the covenant of 

grace.”  According to WLC 30, God 
saves sinners by His grace.  So, how 
does this truth affect our purpose and 
enthusiasm for evangelism and 
missions?  God created us to be His 
image bearers; therefore, since God was 
the first missionary to sinners, we must 
imitate Him by engaging heartily in 
missions and evangelism.  Our doctrine 
of sin and of God is the foundation for 
missions and evangelism, and when we 
comprehend these truths in our hearts, 
our lives should reflect an interest in the 
salvation of the lost. 
 Second, consider the need for 
missions.  In WCF 1.1, we confess that 
the natural revelation of God in creation 
does not reveal the way of salvation, so 
God revealed the way of salvation 
through the Scriptures.  Since no one 
can find salvation in nature, the Church 
must teach the Scriptures to sinners. 
 WLC 60 teaches the narrow way of 
salvation through Christ alone.  “Can 
they who have never heard the gospel, 
and so know not Jesus Christ, nor 
believe in him, be saved by their living 
according to the light of nature?  They 
who, having never heard the gospel, 

know not Jesus Christ, and believe not 
in him, cannot be saved, be they ever so 
diligent to frame their lives according to 
the light of nature, or the laws of that 
religion which they profess; neither is 
there salvation in any other, but in 
Christ alone, who is the Savior only of 
his body the church.”  Without faith in 
Jesus Christ, no one can be saved.  
Unless people hear the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, no one will believe in him 
(Romans 10:13-15).  If we believe this 
doctrine, we must preach the Gospel to 
the lost. 
 Third, people critique us for 
confessing such a narrow way of 
salvation, but our convictions about 
salvation should make us more active in 
missions.  Religious Pluralism actually 
narrows the objects of evangelism and 
missions, but our conviction that sinners 
are justified by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone expands the 
mission field.  All religions, which deny 
faith in Christ as the only way of 
salvation, need to hear the Gospel, and 
our narrow view of justification includes 
the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
other sects in this mission field because 
they reject the true doctrine of 
justification through faith alone.  So, our 
narrow understanding of salvation 
actually expands the mission field to so 
many possibilities that we cannot 
exhaust them in our lifetime. 
 Fourth, many people think that we 
cannot evangelize because of our 
doctrine of election, but consider what 
we really believe about election.  WCF 
3.6 states, “As God hath appointed the 
elect unto glory, so hath He, by the 
eternal and most free purpose of His 
will, foreordained all the means 
thereunto...”  We believe that the Lord 
has elected to save some sinners, and we 
believe that He saves them using certain 
means.  WCF 10.1 reveals those means 
to us.  “All those whom God hath 
predestinated unto life, and those only, 

Does our doctrine 
help or hurt our 
work of missions 
and evangelism? 
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He is pleased in His appointed and 
accepted time effectually to call, by His 
Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin 
and death, in which they are by nature, 
to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ.”  
If God converts elect sinners by His 
Word and Spirit, we must preach the 
Word to sinners.  Thus, election does 
not inhibit outreach.  It actually gives us 
confidence to reach out to everyone we 
meet.  When you are hesitant to share 
Christ, remember that God uses his 
Word and Spirit to convert sinners.  
When nothing happens, remember WCF 
10.1, and try again another time.  
Preaching or sharing the Gospel is never 
a wasted effort.  Consider your own 
conversion, and ask yourself if the 
Gospel was ever wasted on you. 
 Lastly, our confession of faith 
teaches us how we must conduct our 
missionary and evangelistic work.  
Christ gave the Great Commission of 
making disciples of all the nations to the 
Church.  Christ also gave us gifts to do 
this work, so consider how WCF 25.3 
teaches the Church to use these gifts.  
“Unto this catholic visible Church 
Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, 
and ordinances of God, for the gathering 
and perfecting of the saints, in this life, 
to the end of the world; and doth by His 
own presence and Spirit, according to 
His promise, make them effectual 
thereunto.”  As stewards of God gifts, 
we must use His Word, the Gospel, to 
love, gather, build up and convert the 
saints and sinners for Gods glory. 
 Everyone is not a pastor, but Christ 
does use every member of the Church to 
spread His kingdom.  The RP 
Testimony 10.6 also teaches that “each 
member of the Church is to take his 
share of the responsibility the 
proclamation of Christ according to the 
gifts God has given him/her.” Each of 
us must acknowledge our personal role 
in missions and evangelism.  
Sometimes, Christ calls us to invite 
people to church so that they will hear 

the Gospel.  Other times, Christ calls us 
to share the Gospel and our reason for 
hope in Christ (1 Peter 3:15).  We are all 
members of the body of Christ.  Christ 
calls each member of His body daily to 
live a life that reflects the Gospel, even 
when people do not come to church.  It 
is possible then to evangelize as Christ 
calls us before sinners even get to the 
church door.   
 This survey of our confession of 
faith should demonstrate that we are, 
will, and must be enthusiastic about 
missions and evangelism. If we are not 
enthusiastic about sharing the Gospel 
with unbelievers, we have a heart 
problem not a confessional problem.  
Our confession and catechisms teach us 
the foundation, necessity, confidence, 
and way to share the Gospel with the 
unbelieving world.  So, I encourage 
everyone in the congregation to study 
the Constitution of the RPCNA again.  
Ask the Lord to show you the 
significance of the truths we confess.  
Then, get excited about the 
opportunities that the Lord has provided 
for missions and evangelism. 

 
My Ministry 

& Your Ministry 
 
By Derek Adams 
 
 Since we have 
had less attendance, 
with the moving of 
four families last 
year, I have been 
thinking about how 
we can help in the 
ministry of the 
Church.  Even 
though I am only twelve years old, the 
Lord can use me, so I have begun trying 
to get a friend that I met at daycare to 
come and normally worship at our 
church.  My sister has also invited her 
friend, Rachael, to worship with us 
several times. 

 Reaching out to unbelievers is not 
that hard.  All you need to do is politely 
ask if they would like to go to church. If 
they say no then ask them if the want to 
have a relationship with Christ. When I 
asked Jake those two simple questions 
he said yes.  By then we had known 
each other for only a few months.  Since 
his family is so used to not going to 
church, I had him over on Saturday 
evening for a sleepover.  If you need to 
have people over then don't be afraid to 
just ask.  You'd be surprised, what they 
would say. 
 The M&M Committee has provided 
a way for everyone in the Church to 
reach the lost.  We have started 
distributing invitations to come and 
worship throughout our local 
neighborhoods, and we have been 
praying for visitors.  They plan to 
distribute invitations three more times in 
2012.  Please consider helping out. 
 There are many opportunities to 
minister within the Church.  For 
example, Jeremy Crow cannot make it 
to the services each week because of his 
work schedule, so John Duke has done a 

bible study with him. When 
Ava Lynn Duke was 
baptized, Pastor Shane Sapp 
preached an excellent 
sermon for Mrs. Duke’s 
family.  (Either it was on 
purpose or just a 
coincidence.) When visitors 
come on occasions like that, 
we can talk to them.  For the 
last few months we have had 
a significant increase in 
visitors. For example: 
Smiths, Wiersma’s, and a 
few other families that have 

been attending regularly.  These are 
opportunities for ministry by the 
members of the WRPC. 
 So, ask yourself what you can do to 
minister the members and visitors of our 
Church.  I have been thinking about my 
ministry in the Church.  Have you? 



 
 

 

Page 4 of 4 

WWWeeessstttmmmiiinnnsssttteeerrr       
RRR eee fff ooo rrr mmm eee ddd    PPP rrr eee sss bbb yyy ttt eee rrr iii aaa nnn    CCC hhh uuu rrr ccc hhh    

NNN eee www sss    
MMM aaa yyy    222 000 111 222    

Theological Foundations 
Backpacking Trip (TFB) 

 
By Shane Sapp 
 

 The plans for the TFB are coming 
together.  As July 7 approaches, we 
have a lot to do.  We all need to begin 
praying for the young people and 
leaders who are planning to attend the 
TFB.  So far, we have received 
applications or emails from fourteen 
people reserving a spot on the TFB.  
They are Caleb Bartel, Jonathan Bartel, 
Ashley Lettkeman, Levi Mann, Myra 
Mann, Tori Mann, Gibson McCracken, 
Josh McKissick, Bailey Milroy, Elle 
Reese, Israel Reese, Rebecca Spittler, 
Davis Streit, and Will Townsend.  We 
will post the final list of students soon.  
Please pray that the Lord would bless 
each of them with Spiritual growth 
through this program. 
 David Reese and Alex Tabaka are 
preparing to teach 6.5 hours on 
Reformed theology and RP distinctives.  
Pray for their preparation.  The adult 
leaders will include Sam McCracken, 
Yasuko Kanamori, Carolyn Work, Kelly 
Sapp and me.  Pray that the Lord would 
use us to build up the young people as 
we interact with them during devotions 
and activities in the wilderness. 
 In May, we are going to begin 
organizing the details necessary to host 
this event.  I need to determine the 
location and attain wilderness permits.  
We will need help organizing 
transportation to and from the 
trailheads, planning meals and housing 
for the students while at WRPC, 
organizing the teaching materials 
needed for the lectures, and gathering 
equipment for the backpacking trip.  
The M&M committee has agreed to 
help lead the effort to complete these 
tasks, so if you can help, please contact 
Harry Lumberg or Pastor Sapp. 
 The TFB will be a lot of work for 
our congregation, but we have an 

opportunity to help many young people 
mature in their faith in Christ and their 
commitment to the Church.  Please pray 
for the Lord’s blessing on all of our 
plans and in the lives of these students. 

 
Singing the Songs  
of Jesus: Revisiting the 
Psalms 
 
by Jack Kettler 
 
 Singing the Songs of 
Jesus by Pastor Michael 
Lefebvre is a book that 
delivers on its promise 
to help the church to 
revisit the Psalms. 
Modern day 
evangelicals often ask, “what would 
Jesus do?” More to the point, what did 
Jesus do? During the days of His 
incarnation, Jesus worshiped His Father, 
the God of Israel. One of the ways God 
is worshiped is through songs of praise. 
What songs did Jesus sing, when He 
worshiped the Father? The answer to 
this question is one of the tasks the 
author takes on in this book. 
 Pastor Lefebvre draws attention to 
Biblical material that is often passed 
over when studying the history of Israel 
relating to worship. At every point in 
the history of redemption, Israel's 
leaders sang songs before God and the 
people. The significance of this is often 
overlooked. Pastor Lefebvre does a 
remarkable job explaining how God 
directed King David to oversee the task 
of creating a song book for the people of 
Israel to be used in worship. This 
involved writing songs, overseeing other 
composers such as Asaph, and 
organizing choirs and musicians. After 
David, Solomon continued the task of 
completing Israel's song book. 
 The preeminence of the king in 
Israel's worship of God was an 
important practice. Not only did David 
direct the people singing songs in 

worship, this pattern applies to David's 
Greater Son, who is the Lord. Jesus is 
our King seated at the right hand of the 
Father. The apostle Paul, makes the 
statement that during worship we are 

seated with Christ in heaven, 
specifically; “and made us sit 
together in heavenly places” 
Ephesians 2:6. Jesus our King is 
enthroned at the Father's right 
hand, and we, through our union 
with Him, are led in heavenly 
worship by the King Jesus; 
“Saying, I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren, in the midst of 
the church will I sing praise unto 
thee” Hebrews 2:12. 
 The author makes the case 
that Jesus, our Kingly 

choirmaster in the heavenly places, 
leads us in singing praises to the Father. 
Pastor Lefebvre succeeds not only 
showing that the Psalms are profitable 
for doctrine, they testify of Christ. They 
are in fact, the song book Jesus used to 
worship the Father. The Psalms were 
composed for Jesus as our perfect King 
and song leader. 
 In this brilliant work, Michael 
Lefebvre calls the church to once again 
sing the songs of Jesus. If the church 
heeds this call, it will be blessed indeed. 
It should be the heart's desire of every 
believer to conform to Christ in all of 
our thoughts and deeds. Surely, this 
must also involve conforming in how 
we worship. Hence, the primary song 
book for the church should be the 
“Songs of Jesus.” The aim of this book 
is to restore the songs composed for 
Jesus to their rightful place in His 
Church. This edifying book should be in 
the home of all who call themselves 
Reformed. 

 
We thank Derek Adams, John Duke, 
Bob Hemphill, Jack Kettler, Tara 
Welander, and Carolyn Work for their 
contribution of writing and/or editing 
the WRPC News. 


