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The Trip:  The TFB includes both adventure and intensive theological studies in order to help students solidify their commitment to 
RPCNA doctrinal distinctive principles.  Practical implications of Reformed faith in daily life and the Church are also explored. 

 
The Leaders:  Please pray as they prepare.  Joseph Friedly (TLRC), Jason Ryce (SRC), and Shane Sapp (WRPC) will teach theology 
classes.  Jason Ryce, Greg Thurston (BOPC), and Shane Sapp will preach on the Lord’s Days.  WRPC Elders John Duke, Bill Van 
Sciver, and the WRPC Deacons will also teach classes.  Sam McCracken, Jason Ryce, and Shane Sapp will lead the backpacking trip.  
6 young men and 7 young women will participate in the program. 

 
Friday, July 6 – Non-local TFBers will arrive and stay with host families from the WRPC congregation. 
Saturday, July 7 – TFBers meet at WRPC at 7:45 a.m. for introductions and equipment preparation.  Shane Sapp and Joseph Friedly 
will teach 3 TFB classes in the afternoon (sola scriptura, Regulative Principle of Worship, and Means of Grace: Word and Sacrament).  
The WRPC congregation is invited to participate in these classes on Saturday. Lunch will be served at noon, and pizza will be provided 
for dinner for the TFBers.  There will be a Psalm-sing and ice cream social for the TFBers and the WRPC congregation at 7:00 p.m.  
Everyone in the congregation is invited to meet the TFBers in preparation for the Lord’s Day. 
Lord’s Day, July 8 – TFBers will be at 
WRPC all day for preaching in the 
morning and evening (Jason Ryce will 
preach).  Jason Ryce will teach a class 
on the Doctrine of the Church.  John 
Duke will teach a class on Biblical 
principles of finance in the afternoon.   
Monday, July 9 – The TFBers will arrive 
at the church at 7:45 a.m. for classes. 
Jason Ryce and Shane Sapp will be 
teaching the Doctrine of Christ, the 
Christian Sabbath, and the Doctrine of the Church. The congregation is invited to participate in the classes on Monday.  The TFBers will 
prepare a sack lunch to eat while driving to the trailhead near Westcliffe, CO.   
Monday through Saturday, July 9-14 – TFBers will be backpacking with Shane Sapp, Sam McCracken, and Jason Ryce, and they will 
engage in several mid-week devotions based on the teachings received Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. 
Saturday, July 14 – TFBers return from the mountains in the evening to BBQ and showers in Colorado Springs, and they will stay with 
host families again until Monday morning.   
Lord’s Day, July 15 – TFBers will spend the entire day at WRPC again for preaching in the morning (TBD) and evening (Greg Thurston).  
The Deacons will teach a class on the diaconate ministry.  Bill Van Sciver will teach a class on Discovering God’s Will.  The day will end 
with worship, a fellowship meal, and a Q/A Session with the TFBers.  The congregation is encouraged to attend all the activities at WRPC. 

 
The Students: 

Audrey Watson:   I was born in Kansas but I 
now live in Missouri. We still go to the same 
congregation in Shawnee Kansas. It is worth 
the hour drive every Sunday, but I think it 
would be really cool if there was a 
congregation in Missouri one day! I am home-
schooled.  I love journaling and old movies and 

the Cinema in general. We 
live in the country with lots 
of animals my favorite 
being our three dogs.  Life 
at our house, 15 miles from 
town, is full of dirt and wild 
animals so the "dirty" 
aspect of TFB is not 

concerning. My older brother, Avery, has been 
to TFB and he has made me very excited to go 
myself. I have never hiked up a mountain 
before, so am looking forward to this new 
experience and rare opportunity!! You can pray 
for my parents health. I am so thankful how 
God looks after my family through Cancer, 
surgeries, and more. My parents are so strong 
and so happy for me to 
be going to TFB. 
 
Brianna Mann: I’m 15 
years old, and I will be a 
Junior in high school next 
year. I got interested in 
TFB through cousins and 

friends who have gone in the past, and I’m 
really looking forward to fellowship with fellow 
believers, solid Bible teaching, and the plain 
fun of backpacking with friends. I really 
appreciate all the hard work that goes into 
something like this, and I want to thank the 
leaders of TFB and the Westminster 
congregation for making it happen. 
  
Decker Milroy: I have lived in Colorado 
Springs for my whole life and attend the Tri-
Lakes Reformed Church in Monument. 

Though I do enjoy 
spending time in the 
mountains, I have never 
been on a full-blown 
backpacking trip, so I'm 
looking forward to this 
opportunity. I play various 
sports at my high school 
and the trombone in a local 

band. I enjoy art and being creative as well. I 
would appreciate prayer for the upcoming TFB 
trip as I process all the great teaching. Pray for 
my ability to retain the information as I seek to 
apply it to my Christian walk. Thank you so 
much for this opportunity and I look forward to 
meeting your congregation this summer!  
 
Grover Sapp:  I go to church at WRPC in 
Colorado.  I am 15 years old and am going into 

my sophomore year in high 
school.  I enjoy sports, 
hanging out with friends, and 
video games. Also I’m kinda 
a (healthy) Netflix addict. I 
wanted to join the TFB to 
learn more of our church's 
doctrine. I also wanted to 
learn more about our church’s 

beliefs and ways of worship. I also registered for 
the TFB to meet and fellowship with more like-
minded teens of my same age range. I hope to 
learn more about our church, enjoy fellowship 
with like-minded believers, and enjoy God’s 
wonderful creation.  I would appreciate prayer to 
learn and comprehend the lectures given at the 
TFB.  Also I request prayer for strength and 
stamina in the hiking and climbing that will 
happen during the TFB.  I thank you for all your 
prayers. 
 
Josiah Leong: I live in 
Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. This fall I 
will be going into my 
Junior year of high 
school. I enjoy art, 
running track and 
spending time with 
family and friends. I am especially excited for 
the opportunity to meet new people and 
spending quality time with others whom I 
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already know. I could use prayer for my 
witness in school and for my own life, that 
Christ would continue to be sanctifying me and 
using my life as an example of God’s great 
grace to his people.  
 
Kaleb Bachman: I am from Wilson, Kansas. I 
am 15 years old (but I will be 16 when the trip 
starts), and I am 
finishing my 
sophomore year in high 
school. I like working 
with cows, riding 
horses, training horses, 
welding, woodworking, 
hiking, fishing, 
camping, doing things 
with my family, running, studying God's Word, 
and many more things. I can even rope cattle 
on horseback. I wanted to join TFB so I could 
learn more about what our church believes and 
maybe take it to the mission field some day. I 
am looking forward to hiking among God's 
creation, and I am also looking forward to the 
teaching. Please pray that I will be diligent in 
my preparation for this trip. 
 

Lily Dennis:  I’m from 
Kansas City, and 
attend the Shawnee 
RP congregation. I am 
15 and going into my 
junior year in high 
school. I am so excited 
for the challenges of 

TFB, and also getting to know my fellow hikers 
better. Thank you all for your preparations and 
hospitality towards us. I can’t wait to meet you 
all! 
 
Lily Mann: I’m From 
Colorado Springs, CO. 
(Springs Reformed 
Church) I will be 17 in July 
and super excited to get to 
go to TFB, go backpacking, 
and meet new people. I 
would really appreciate 
prayer for figuring out what 
I want to do with myself after high school. 
Something unique about myself is... um... my 
sister and I quote movies and stuff a LOT. Not 
too exciting, but very true.  
Lucy Martin: I am a sophomore in high school 
from Silver Spring, Maryland (right outside 
Washington, DC). Last year, my cousins, Titus 

and Jeremy Thompson, 
attended and highly 
recommended it. My dad 
also was a “TFBer” 
many years ago :). I am 
really looking forward to 
meeting new people and 
adventuring in the 
beautiful Colorado 

mountains. I hope that TFB will be a time of 
spiritual growth and encouragement but also a 
fun time of adventure 
Luke Stefan: I attend the Rochester Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in Rochester, New York. 
I've been a pastor's kid for about 4 years now 

(the same time we've been in Rochester) 
however I've been in the 
RP church since I was very 
little. I was born in 
California, but grew up in 
Colorado where we 
attended Westminster 
RPC for about 3 years, 
until we moved to attend 
Trinity RPC in Maryland 

due to my dad's job. 3 years after Maryland, we 
once again moved back to Colorado, but this 
time to attend Salt and Light RPC (because of 
location, not views) but once again moved to 
Rochester to pastor at Rochester RPC. I am a 
freshman in high school, soon to be 
sophomore, and am a student athlete in 3 
sports, high honor roll student, and musician 
but most importantly a Christian. I am very 
excited to attend this year's TFB and can't wait 
to go back to the state I grew up in! Once again 
I am very excited and thankful for this 
opportunity, and can't wait to see you all soon! 

Maggie Hayes: I’m from the 
great plains of (Sterling) 
Kansas. I am 15 years old, in 
9th grade, and I’m 
homeschooled. I would like 
to join TFB to learn more 
about God, His creation, and 
basic survival skills. I also 

want to meet, and get to know others better. I 
am looking forward to being outside in the 
mountains for a long time. You can pray for 
safe travels and time during TFB, that I would 
grow spiritually everyday, and that I might 
boldly follow Christ wherever He might lead 
me. Some interesting things about me are I 
have lots of nicknames, I love to write, sing, 
and play the piano… and I love Jesus.  
Sydney VanHorn: I am from 
the Shawnee congregation 
in Kansas. I am 16 and I am 
going to be a junior in high 
school in the fall. I decided to 
join TFB because I love the 
outdoors and the mountains. 
I have gone to Horn Creek in 
the past and I love being in the mountains, so I 
wanted to explore the outdoors more than I can 
do in Kansas. I am looking forward to getting to 
know people better that I have known for a long 
time. I would like prayer that I would be faithful 
in preparing spiritually as well as physically for 
TFB. Thanks! 
 Thomas Parnell: I’m a sophomore from the 
Shawnee congregation. I enjoy running, 
playing drums, and piano. I became interested 

in TFB once I heard stories 
from friends of their 
experience and growth on the 
trip. I’m looking forward to the 
opportunity to learn and 
fellowship with others in an 
outdoor environment. I would 
appreciate prayer that I be 
prepared physically and 

spiritually for the trip, as well as fellow TFB 
members, for a safe and successful trip.  

The Leaders: 
 

Joseph Friedly is 
the pastor of the 
Tri-Lakes 
Reformed Church 
in Monument, CO, 
and Jason Ryce 
is a pastor at the 
Springs Reformed 
Church in Colorado Springs, CO. They have 
the ability to explain hard theology in a clear 

and faithful way, so pray that 
their classes will be received 
and applied to the growth in 
grace of each student.  Jason 
will continue teaching on the 
backpacking trip.  Sam 
McCracken will join us again 
to assist in leading and 

guiding the TFB2018.  Sam serves as the 
pastor of the Casper 
RPC in Casper, 
WY.  Sam has much 
experience in the 
backcountry of 
Colorado, and he has 
camped and climbed 
many mountains with 
Shane since 2005.  He is also a faithful pastor 
and teacher in the RPCNA, so he brings helpful 
leadership as we teach the TFB students.  Pray 

that Christ will use Sam’s 
gifts and experience for 
His glory.  About the only 
created things Shane 
Sapp loves more than the 
mountains are cutthroat 
trout, his family, and the 
Church.  The ultimate 
purpose of the TFB is to 

teach young people about the Church of Christ 
so that these students will love Christ and His 
Church more and engage in the Church as 
active disciples of Jesus Christ.  We teach 
some important theology about the Church in 
the context of the local congregation.  Then, we 
use time in the wilderness to break down walls 
and build relationships so the TFBers are 
ready to ask the questions in their hearts and 
examine the Biblical answers.  We want to see 
the TFB students return to their local 
congregations with a greater commitment to 
the Church.  Pray that the Lord would use the 
great teachers and the fellowship of the local 
Church to work in our lives for His glory. 
Thank you for praying for the 
TFB program and students! 


